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Mira Mesa Town Council Meetings  
 

Town Council meetings provide a public forum for com-

munity issues relating to civic, cultural, social, educa-

tional and recreational development and improvement in 
the area. Regular meetings are usually held the first 

Monday of each month at the Mira Mesa Public Library 

from 7 to 9 p.m., with no meeting held in July. 
 

 

Agenda for the April 7, 2008 meeting: 
 

¶ Community Planning Group Presentation 
 

The next MMTC meeting is Monday, May 5,  2008 

Volunteer of the Year celebration update 

 
Invitations have been mailed out for the 2008 Volunteer of the Year dinner/dance.  The event will take place on May 3, 2008 at 

the Mira Mesa-Verne Goodwin Senior Center, located at 8460 Mira Mesa Boulevard, with social hour starting at 5:30pm and 

dinner/dance from 7:00pm to 11:00pm Come by and congratulate Mike Davis, Mira Mesaôs Volunteer of the Year 2007, and 

spend a few hours getting to know your neighbors.  For more information contact Courtland Young at (858) 695-3619 or visit 

the MMTC website. 

Presidentôs Message 
By MMTC President Jeff Stevens 

 

MMTC to Hear from Planning Group on Future Development in Mira Mesa 

At the April meeting, the Mira Mesa Town Council will hear from Mira Mesa Community Planning Group chair Ted Brengel 
and vice-chair Jeff Stevens about community planning, future development in the community, planning for public facilities, and 

how the Planning Group monitors development.  

Articles in this newsletter give an overview of the Mira Mesa Community Plan, future development, and the Facilities Benefit 

Assessment, which pays for public facilities in the community.  

Do you think Mira Mesa doesnôt have any room to build more? Not quite! More than 2000 homes and apartments are planned 

for the next few years, and longer term there are plans for thousands more units in Carroll Canyon. How do we ensure that de-

velopment does not overwhelm public facilities or create permanent gridlock on our streets? That is what the Planning Group 

tries to do. As developers bring their projects forward, they are required to bring them to the Planning Group for review and 

comment.  

The Planning Group is only advisory, but its recommendations are taken seriously by the City Planning Commission and City 

Council, so developers have an incentive to make sure their projects comply with the community plan, and provide public fa-

cilities and traffic improvements. 

Please also mark your calendars for our May 5th meeting, when we will have a candidates forum for our School Board candi-

dates, and sign up for the May 3rd Volunteer of the Year Dinner honoring Mike Davis. You can now sign up for the dinner and 

pay online or send in your reservation. 
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Want to help your community,  
but donôt know how? 

 
    Mira Mesa is made up of people just like you who 
are looking for ways to get involved in the community. 
Whether you are interested in local planning, parks and 
recreation, community appearance, family events or 
something completely new, thereôs a place for you.  

 

    Ongoing community groups include: 
 

¶ COMMUNITY PLANNING  GROUP  

¶ COMMUNITY PRIDE COMMITTEE 

¶ MMTC STREET FAIR COMMITTEE  

¶ MAINTENANCE  ASSESSMENT DISTRICT  
        COMMITTEE 

¶ RECREATION COUNCIL  

¶ HEROES 

¶ FOURTH OF JULY COMMITTEE 

¶ RETIRED SENIOR VOLUNTEER PATROL  (RSVP) 
 
    Come to a Mira Mesa Town Council general meeting 
or contact one of our directors for more information. 
Also see page 6 for specific meeting times and loca-
tions. 

Attention Mira Mesa Town Council Members 
 

Do you look forward to your monthly MMTC newsletter? 

Is your membership ready to expire? 

Please look at your newsletter label and check your membership expiration date.   

Remember to renew your membership. Donôt be left out!!! 

Not a member yet?  You can sign-up at any MMTC meeting or visit the website for more information 

Future Development in Mira Mesa 
By Jeff Stevens 

Where can development still occur in Mira Mesa, and how much development is planned? In the main part of Mira Mesa there are two 
areas: Lopez Ridge and the area east of Westview Parkway just north of Best Buy. Pardee has two projects on Lopez Ridge which have 

recently completed a long approval process required since they are in the coastal zone. The largest is in the area adjacent to Camino 
Santa Fe and Calle Cristobal. Named ñCrescent Heightsò, it will consist of 113 single family houses and 129 multifamily units 

(apartments and/or condos). There are about 40 additional single family homes yet to be built farther out on Lopez Ridge. The largest 
remaining planned development is named ñCasa Mira Viewò, located just east of Westview Parkway. It will consist of approximately 

1800 multifamily units. This project was approved many years ago and was part of Pardeeôs Westview development agreement, but 
Pardee never proceeded with development.  Pardee recently sold the project to Garden Communities, and they are actively proceeding 

with development plans. There is also a smaller parcel owned by Abrams immediately east of Westview Parkway and south of Galvin 
which is expected to have about 200 units but is not yet actively being planned. 

The largest area of future development is Carroll Canyon. As the gravel mining operations there are phased out over the next decade or 
two, the land will be redeveloped into mixed use multifamily housing, commercial and industrial uses. The first part of this redevelop-

ment was completed by Fenton in the industrial area just west of Camino Santa Fe. Fenton completed Camino Santa Fe between Mira 
Mesa Blvd. and Carroll Road as part of that project. Fenton completed a master plan for all of its property, but the remaining property 

was sold to Hansen Aggregates, who has continued to operate the gravel mining operation and has not yet proceeded with redevelop-

ment. The master plan calls for 1500 multifamily units as well as some industrial and commercial development. The larger Vulcan 
property that stretches from west of Camino Ruiz to Black Mountain Road has recently come forward with a much more ambitious 

redevelopment plan called ñStone Creekò and it is actively being planned now. The first version of the plan submitted had nearly 
10,000 units, but that has been reduced to about 5,500 units in the latest plan. It also has a substantial commercial and industrial com-

ponent. A subcommittee of the Planning Group is actively reviewing plans for this project. 

Also worth mentioning are some projects that have gone away. There were two large high density housing projects proposed for West-

ern Mira Mesa over the last several years. They were proposed as a way of providing housing for employees closer to employment, 

reducing commute time and distance. However, the businesses in western Mira Mesa (Sorrento Mesa) objected because they thought 

the residential development was incompatible with industrial development and would inhibit future industrial development. There was 

one project built with a similar concept at Wateridge a decade ago, but no residential projects are currently proposed for this area. 

There was also a smaller high density project proposed for the corner of Camino Ruiz and Zapata on the site of the existing small shop-

ping center. That project was controversial and has been withdrawn for now, but may resurface later. 

"Taste of Mira Mesa" will be April 1!  

Everyone is invited to enjoy the Mira Mesa High School Foundation's third annual "Taste of Mira Mesa," a fundraiser to support 

programs at MMHS, which will take place Tuesday evening, April 1, once again at Gen-Probe, Inc., in western Mira Mesa. Ac-
cording to MMHS Foundation president Kathy Madsen, this year's event will take place in the attractively landscaped outdoor 

patio between the buildings on Gen-Probe's park-like campus, and will again offer guests the opportunity to sample food from a 

variety of local restaurants while enjoying live entertainment and a silent auction. For further details, contact MMHS Foundation 

president Kathy Madsen, (858) 578-4110, or check the Mira Mesa High School Foundation website, 

www.miramesahighschoolfoundation.org. 

"Casino-a-Go-go" Casino Night Fundraiser for 4th of July Fireworks Set for March 29 

O Saturday, March 29 the Good Shepherd Parish social hall will be transformed into a swinging place for the kick-off fundraiser to 

raise money for this year's 4th of July fireworks display. The event is sponsored by the Mira Mesa Community 4th of July Commit-

tee and Scripps-Mesa Fireworks, Inc., and co-sponsored by the Knights of Columbus at Good Shepherd Parish. Plan on an enter-

taining evening for a good cause, with "just for fun" casino games, including blackjack, craps, and a roulette wheel, as well as a 
silent auction and door prize raffle. Light refreshments are included, and the Knights of Columbus will offer a cash bar with soft 

drinks as well as beer, wine, and mixed drinks. Admission donation is $15.00.  

Itôs Spring Auction Time! 
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2008 Philippine Festival and Faire June 7 
by Pam Stevens 

The 2008 Philippine Festival and Faire will take place on Saturday, June 7 in Mira Mesa Community Park. The event, jointly spon-

sored by the Aguinaldo Foundation and the Council of Philippine American Organizations of San Diego (COPAO), is scheduled to 

take place from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. in Mira Mesa Community Park. Food vendors and information booths for businesses and non-profit 

groups will be open all day, with live entertainment on stage from 12 noon to 5 p.m., and a 10 a.m. Philippine Independence Parade 

down Mira Mesa Boulevard and Camino Ruiz. The parade will follow the same route as the Mira Mesa 4th of July parade, from 

Greenford and Mira Mesa Boulevard to Camino Ruiz and New Salem. 

This yearôs Philippine Festival and Faire is the result of the Aguinaldo Foundation and COPAO joining forces to sponsor a com-

bined event that brings to Mira Mesa COPAO's Philippine Faire, held previously in National City, merging it with the Aguinaldo 

Foundation's Philippine Festival, held the past two years in Mira Mesa Community Park. Zeny Ravelo, president of the Aguinaldo 

Foundation, and Rita Andrews, president of COPAO, are working together to organize the event. For more information about the 

Philippine Festival and Faire or its sponsoring groups in general, see www.aguinaldofoundation.org or www.copao-sandiego.org; or 

contact Zeny Ravelo, (858) 484-2277 (h) or (858) 776-0977 (cell), or send email to Zeny Ravelo at auginaldofounda-

tion@yahoo.com. 

Banned Book Club To Discuss "The House of the Spirits" April 28:  
The Mira Mesa Banned Book Club, a monthly book discussion group with a "freedom to read" theme, will discuss "The House of 

the Spirits," by Isabel Allende, on Monday, April 28, from 7p.m. to 8 p.m. in the Mira Mesa Library community meeting room, 
8405 New Salem St. All interested readers are welcome! The group normally meets the fourth Monday of each month. However, 

there will be a combined May/June meeting on Monday, June 9, to discuss "The Grapes of Wrath" by John Steinbeck. Regular par-

ticipants and "drop in" visitors whoôd simply like to discuss a particular book are equally welcome!. For more information contact 

book group facilitator Pam Stevens, pstevens@san.rr.com. 

Mark April 12th on your calendar for the Mira Mesa Presbyterian Church's Building Fund Auction from 1 to 3 (time approximate). 

Many, many items and services have been donated by local merchants. There will be silent auction items, door prizes, refreshments 

and entertainment. Location is at 8081 Mira Mesa Blvd. 

Call the church office at 858-578-2150 for more information. 

HEROES (Hometown Efforts to Rescue Our Endangered Society) Update 
This ñGood Samaritanò group has a few upcoming items on their agenda and they would appreciate your help. Mark your calendar 

for at least one of these: See MMTC website for further information. 
Saturday, April 12 , 8:00am to 11:00amðCleanup at the Epicentre Teen Center 

Sunday, April 26 , 8:00am to 11:30amðMason Elementary Beautification.  School buildings to be painted and courtyards cleaned-

  up.  Your artistic talent is needed to paint the school mascot (Lion) and names and numbers on buildings and doors. 

Saturday, May 3, 5:30pm to 11:00pmðVolunteer of the Year Dinner/Dance.  Help congratulate HEROES own Mike Davis. 

Saturday, May 17, 5:00am to 7:00pmðTravel to south of Ensenada, Mexico to help erect a ñloft homeò for the Hands of Mercy  

  charity. 

OngoingðPlanning and installation of a Senior Resource Center at the Mira Mesa Senior Center.  Individuals with knowledge of  

  IT/PC stuff/skills are needed. 

mailto:pstevens@san.rr.com.
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1997 Volunteer of the Year 
 

Past MMTC Board Member 

Past LMD Chair 

Past Community Pride Chair 

PresidentðMM/SR RSVP ñFoundationò 
 

ñAsk for MMTC Discountò 

BUSINESS MEMBERS  Continued  

Dr. Sarah M. Young 

SpeechPhone Direct 

10257 Trails End Circle 

San Diego, CA. 92126 

858-860-0461 

 

Paul Burton 

Sunrise Church of Christ 

11823 Bernardo Terrace C-105 

San Diego, CA. 92128 

(858)675-0168 

jpburton@hotmail.com 

 

Dennis Stein 

The UPS Store 

9450 Mira Mesa Blvd., Ste. B 

San Diego, CA. 92126 

(858)689-9151 

store1433@theupsstore.com 

 

 

Lisa Kyser 

North Island Credit Union  

8198 Mira Mesa Blvd. 

San Diego, CA. 92126 

619-656-7218 

myisland.com 

Beth Hoffman  

Mira Mesa Christian School 

9696 Candida St.  

San Diego, CA. 92126 

858-578-0262 

Jerry Ollinger 

Black Mountain Democratic Club 

PO Box 261988 

San Diego, CA 92126-0000 

858-245-8979 

Lark Mayeski 

Christ the Cornerstone Lutheran 

Church and Academy 

9028 Westmore Rd. San Diego, CA 

92126 

858-566-1741 

Horizon Hospice  

Contact: Bruce Ackerman  

13053 Poway Road #A  

Poway, CA 92064  

(858) 748-3030 

 

Linda Sandi 

Hope Adult Day Health Care 

Center 

11239 Camino Ruiz #A 

San Diego, CA 92126 

858-653-5916 

 

Bill Lumsden 

Keller Williams Realty 

3636 Nobel Drive, Ste.100 

San Diego, CA. 92122 

858-457-9400 

BarnacleBill@kw.com 
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What is the FBA? 
By Jeff Stevens 

The FBA stands for ñFacilities Benefit Assessmentò and is the fund that developers pay into to build public facilities in the community 
that are not directly tied to their projects. These facilities include parks, libraries, roads and fire stations (Schools are not included). 

Roads are handled somewhat differently from the other facilities ï if the road is adjacent to the project, the developer is generally re-
quired to build it. Pardee, for example, built Westview Parkway and widened Black Mountain Road when it built the Westview Project. 

Other road projects such as the western extension of Carroll Canyon Road, traffic lights, intersection improvements and a variety of 
other road projects are paid for out of the FBA. The FBA built the Mira Mesa Library, Hourglass Community Park and Pool, and Breen, 

Lopez Ridge, Hage and Camino Ruiz neighborhood parks, and Fire Station 44. 
How is the FBA financed and how is the assessment calculated? In some respects it is straightforward. A list is made of all public facili-

ties to be built in the community, and the cost of each project is estimated. The amount of development is estimated based on what is 
allowed in the community plan, and actual development plans. The cost is divided by the development to determine the FBA fee. The 

timing of these projects is estimated and a schedule is created for development of facilities consistent with income to the FBA from de-
velopment projects. The plan includes adjustments for inflation and interest earned on collected fees. The current fees are $26,297 for a 

single family home, $17,204 for a multifamily unit, $152,000/acre for commercial development and $45,000-$70,000/acre for industrial 
development. 

What can go wrong? First, there is a fundamental problem with the FBA, which is that since development has to occur to generate 

money before facilities can be built, the facilities always lag behind the development. Nevertheless, we are much better off than older 
parts of town that do not have an FBA to pay for improvements. The other problems are that the cost of projects and particularly the 

timing of development projects are always uncertain. Timing of public facilities is dependent on project timing. Several years ago, for 
example, a plan was developed for major improvements to Mira Mesa Community Park, which will also include the area across the 

street used by Little Leagues. The plan will include a pool and a new fieldhouse. However, the project has not proceeded yet because 
development in the community has been slower than expected. A subcommittee of the Planning Group works with the Planning Depart-

ment each year to update the FBA and adjust cost and timing. 

Community Planning in Mira Mesa 
By Ted Brengel 

The notion that ordinary people should share in shaping communities has persisted for many centuries in American culture. In a letter to 
William Charles Jarvis written in 1820, Thomas Jefferson wrote, ñI know of no safe depository of the ultimate powers of society, but the 

people themselves; and if we think them not enlightened enough to exercise their control with a wholesome discretion, the remedy is not 
to take it from them, but to inform their discretion.ò Many other of our founding fathers expressed similar sentiments in their letters and 

speeches. Clearly, the participation of members of the community in its key decisions is an important part of the fabric of our country. 
This concept is at the core of community planning in San Diego. 

The City of San Diego has thirty-five recognized community planning groups of which the Mira Mesa Community Planning Group is 
one. Operating under the guidance of City Council Policy 600-24, our group meets each month on the third Monday in the Library con-

ference room. It is in those meetings where the members of the executive committee with the help of general members, other community 
members, city staff members, and developers formulate recommendations on how projects in the community, both large and small, 

should proceed. These recommendations are passed along to the staff of the Development Services Department, the Planning Depart-
ment, the Fifth District City Council Office, and sometimes Caltrans. 

The executive committee is comprised of 19 members elected to four-year terms at elections held every two years where members for 
half of the seats on the committee are chosen. Biannual elections are held in March with the newly constituted board sitting for the first 

time the following month. At that first meeting the executive committee elects a chairman, a vice-chairman, and a secretary from among 

its membership. The executive committee also includes a non-voting member from MCAS Miramar. 
The composition of the membership is as follows: 

Residential Members ï 11  Business Members ï 4 
Developer Members ï 2  Land Owner Members ï 2 

In determining the appropriateness of an intended use for a proposed location the members of the Planning Group are guided by two 
documents: The San Diego City General Plan and the Mira Mesa Community Plan. These are both available at the Mira Mesa Library. 

The City Zoning regulations also play a part in determining if a given use is appropriate for the proposed location. 
Typically the chairman places projects on the agenda for each monthôs meeting in response to requests from owners and developers. At 

the meeting representatives of the owners and developers present the salient aspects of the projects and respond to questions from the 
executive committee and regular members attending the meeting. After the presentation and questions, for smaller projects the Executive 

Committee votes and either recommend the project go forward or that it not go forward based upon a simple majority vote. 
For larger projects, a subcommittee generally works with the developer and when an aspect of the project is at a stage where a decision is 

required both the developer and the subcommittee address the group on that specific item. When all the pieces are coming together near 
the end of the planning process a final vote is taken on the project as a whole. 

The major issues and projects we are currently working on are: 
Stone Creek ï The Vulcan Materials portion of Carroll Canyon 

Casa Mira View ï 1800-unit multifamily project at Mira Mesa Boulevard and I-15 

Facilities Benefit Assessment and public facilities financing in general 

Each of these projects is a topic unto itself and is sufficiently complex to occupy an article like this of its own. 


