January, 2011

Mira Mesa

Town Council

New Year, New Challenges, New Opportunities

Ailt may take a village to raise a child, but it takes
- Jay Walljasper, Senior Fellow, Project for Public Spaces

I n AThe Great Neighbor hooug Bootkd tatuathoffa Jawc Mad 4 fj wals pregi ght
ties to draw residents together so that they can know each other and care about each other and their neighborhood. That's wha
makes one place different from other places. 0 But gigtti n
and nonprofit organizations. Many people tend to rely on the city, county, or state to solve their neighborhood probleds inste

of taking on some of the responsibility themselves. Often these same people do not believe that their input and ieléets can
difference.

iNever doubt that a small group of committed citizens
- Margaret Meade, Cultural Anthropologist

In this time of dwindling budgets and reduced services, we can no longer sit by and wait for a government organizalion to res
problems in Mira Mesa. We must step up and create the community that WE want to see, not the one that the city/county/state
says we should want nor the one that their budgets say we will get. For if WE do not care enough to get involved and improve
Mira Mesa, why should we expect that governmentemployges st of whom dondt e v-emilcareianye i n
more than we do? This year, the Mira Mesa Town Council will be reaching out to our community to find those resident$ who wan
to be a part of this community improvement. We will be expanding our activities, adding more efforts and projects to improve
Mira Mesa, and reaching out to other community organizations to help with their efforts. We have changed and expanded our
membership benefits, to further encourage residents to become members of the Mira Mesa Town Council and be more active in t
community. And we want to hear from you.

Please join us at our January meeting, as we kick off a new year full of challenges and opportunities.
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Mira Mesa Town Council Meeting
oo MONGRY, January 3, 2011
/-9 p.m.

Mira Mesa Senior Center
8460 Mira Mesa Blvd

Agenda:

h Igstallﬁign ?f IIhe 2011 Mira Mesa
*Town Ceounci'i1 Board of Directors

© 00 NO 01O B W WwNhDN P

i Councilmember Carl DeMaio discusses
1’ nhis fARoadmap to ec
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MIRA MESA TOWN COUNCIL Want to help your community,
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 2011 but donot know hdqw?
PRESIDENT Mira Mesa is made up of people just like you who are look-
Ted Brengel, Ted@TedBrengel.com ing for ways to get involved in the community. Whether you
are interested in local planning, parks and recreation, commu-
FIRST VICE PRESIDENT (PROGRAM CHAIR) nity appearance, family events or something completely new,
Bari Vaz, BariVaz@sbcglobal.net thereds a place for you.
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT (MEMBERSHIP) Ongoing community groups include:
Maria G. Pankau, mgpankau@hotmail.com BANNER DISTRICT COMMITTEE
TREASURER  CLUSTER ScHOOLS COUNCIL
Jeff Stevens, jef‘fstev@san.rr.com ﬂ COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP
RECORDING SECRETARY 1 CoMMUNITY PRIDE COMMITTEE
Kathy Madsen, rmadsenl@att.net T CoMMUNITY VISION COMMITTEE
NEWSLETTER EDITOR 1 FOURTH OF JuLY COMMITTEE
Sandy Smith, miramesarealty@gmail.com 1 HEROES
1 MMTC STREET FAIR COMMITTEE
PARLIAMENTARIAN
Jon Labaw, jlabaw13@gmail.com 1 MAINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT COMMITTEE
1 RECREATION COUNCIL
MEMBERS AT LARGE  RETIRED SENIOR VOLUNTEER PATROL (RSVP)
John Daley, jedaleyiii@aol.com
Jennifer Kvalvik, jkvalvik@sandi.net . . .
Alexander Tri Minh Nguyen, alex909@gmail.com Come to anlra (I;/_Iesa TO\?’n Counc_ll fgenergl mi?tlng or
Jerry Ollinger, jerryollinger@hotmail.com contact one o our lre_ctor§ or more In _ormatlon. SO see
page 9 for specific meeting times and locations.
Mira Mesa Town Council Meetings On e Book On e San Di e go reads
Mira Mesa Town Council meetings provide a L oo ki ngbyfPanm Sievens
public forum for community issues relating to ~ . . .
civic, cultural, social, educational and recrea- The n One Boo k ’ One Sa n Di _e 9 _0 0 d Iscus
tional development and improvement in the fLooki ng For, o a u t h-autobidgraphitahnbveldtiog m t h

area. Regular meetings are held the first Mon-
day of each month at the Mira Mesa Senior
Center from 7 to 9 p.m., with no meeting held in
July.

2011 Mira Mesa Town Council meeting sched-
ule:

January 3 July - NO MEETING
February 7 August 1
March 7 September 5
April 4 October 3
May 2 November 7
June 6 December 5
Contact Us:

Mira Mesa Town Council
PMB 230

10606-08 Camino Ruiz
San Diego, CA 92126

info@miramesatowncouncil.org
www.MiraMesaTownCouncil.org

Please send items for publication to:
newsletter@miramesatowncouncil.org

the Vietnamese immigrant experience in San Diego as told byyaarold

girl, will take place on Tuesday, January 25th from 6:45 pm to 8:00 pm at the

Mira Mesa Library. iGangstero

wa s

the KPBS website. The discussion is hosted by the Banned Book Club, but is
open to the public. For additional information, please contact Pam Stevens at
pstevens@san.rr.com.

THL CANGSTIR
WEARLALL
LBoKING on
.;*'-.:.—-

. — - —

- s e -

Ly D iy



mailto:debbie.pta@gmail.com
http://www.facebook.com/album.php?profile=1&id=143190765698216
http://www.google.com/products/catalog?q=the+gangster+we+are+all+looking+for&hl=en&rls=com.microsoft:en-us:IE-SearchBox&rlz=1I7ACGW_enUS402US402&prmd=ivnsb&resnum=11&biw=1345&bih=532&wrapid=tlif12934547497811&um=1&ie=UTF-8&cid=17646161801778145290&sa=X&e
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Presidentds Message By Ted Brengel, MMTC President

Well here we are already! Happy New Year to everyone. | sincerely hope that the New Year finds you healthy and happy and that
2011 is a prosperous year for everyone.

2011 is certainly going to be interesting for Mira Mesa. A challenge that the City faces, redistricting, is almost adftainMdira

Mesa. How, no one knows, but we are concerned that Mira Mesa could wind up divided among several City Council Districts. We
see that as a very bad thing and have a committee to monitor the redistricting process and to militate for our comenimnéty to b
single district. This is not anything like past redistricting efforts in that an additional City Council District musedeTaddbig

question is, where?

Of course, we face some of the same old challenges. While Mira Mesa Boulevard is in the process of getting a much nreeded rest
facing, many other streets are still being overloékedn e mor e consequence of our cityoés f
to litter our streets despite the efforts of some of our finest volunteers. Anytime | mention the shopping cart probtéiglafeel

to mention our one and only success story: Walgreens Drugs. As many of you know, the carts at Walgreens have wheels that lite
ally lock up if cart passes the perimeter of the parking lot. The wheels can only be unlocked by a remote control kibpt inside

store. If only other stores would show that kind of concern for the appearance of their community, Mira Mesa would be a much
better looking place.

Of course our painters are hard at work. We have graffiti painters who eradicate ugly scrawls on utility boxes and yals. The
paint entire walls when necessary and so far have covered over 10,000 fedbof-kigh walls. And then we have a new teain o
superstars painting our utility boxes. Leoangelo Reyes leads a team of about thirty painters, each lending his or heraodn style
ideas to our roadside boxes. This project has been led by and is under the auspices of Mike DavisoaruidfieExecutive

Council MMTC has voted to allow our paint fund to be used to purchase supplies for the utility box painters. If you would like to
donate to this very worthy cause please go online and brovirsg tdwww. miramesatowncouncil.org/PaintDonations.htm

Yes, 2011 promises to be very interesting indeed. With any luck at all San Diego will make progress toward the resmlution of
budget issues. Of course, each and every one of us has some version or another of a solution. So, let me challenge all of you
come to the January meeting and see what Carl DeMaio has to say on this subject. And bring all your ideas with yoig Barl want
hear from all of us. So, show up and speak up! See you at the meeting.

So, Where Does MMTC Stand On That? By Ted Brengel

Let me start by being succinct. The official position of MMTC is that we do not take positions with regard to issuetdoaisdiv
Instead we provide a forum where issues can be discussed and debated and where individuals can have their say.

The officers of MMTC will always attempt to provide balance in our programs. We will invite people with opinions thatitliffer

one another when we are able to do so. Note that doasndt r
issue will be presented. Often if we hear from someone in our meeting for one month and later find someone with agiffering o

ion, we will invite that person to the next meeting.

In 2011 City Budget issues will be discussed at some length. Certainly there are many sides to this set of issuestatinge are
early by having Carl DeMaio speak at our January meeting. Redistricting is bound to be huge so Bari Vaz will keep usupdated
progress made by the Redistricting Commission. For both of these we will endeavor to ask people on all sides of reléded issue
speak at MMTC meetings, but we need your help.

Please help us maintain this balance. The Town Council is truly your organization and certainly the Board of Direcliarmis far
perfect. So, if you happen to know of a source of information that supports or opposes a speaker at one of our mesgtiagasplea
know. The best way to do that would be to send-arag toissues@miramesatowncouncil.org

Thank You!

To All Members of the Mira Mesa Town Council and the
¥ Ot Mira Mesa Chamber of Commerce, for your generous donations
Holiday FoodDrive 2010 To t he San Diego Food Bankods

{click for infa)



http://www.miramesatowncouncil.org/PaintDonations.htm
mailto:issues@miramesatowncouncil.org
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Abandoned Shopping Carts Why Doesnét Somebody DO SomBgRahVan g ?

ltds a problem that has exi st ed dabandones shbppinggarta lgteridgiour mainMteors a
oughfares and residential streets. Yet for all of our complaints and suggested solutions, the situation has not impngved. |
thing, the problem has grown worse in proportion to the rapid growth of the Mira Mesa community. So, why is it so kard to fi
this problem? The answer lies in legislative loopholes, city budget problems, and community attitude.

1) The Law: Shopping carts are covered by the California Business and Professions Code, Sectiorz22283h The law
designates rules for the recovery of shopping carts and the disposition of those picked up from our streets. To ddabllrgsth
more holes than Swiss cheese and is far from community friendly. A few examples:

From the code: AThe provisions of Section 22435.2 shkall a]
fixed to it that identifies the owner of the cart or the retailer, or both; notifies the public of the procedure todudartidimthor-

ized removal of the cart from the premises; notifies the public that the unauthorized removal of the cart from the prearises o

ing area of the retail establishment, or the unauthorized possession of the cart, is a violation of state law; ardl ltsteghene
number or address for returning the cart removed from the

So the laws regarding removing a shopping cart from the premises, to be in possession of a shopping cart outside of the store
premises, or to abandon a shopping cart outside of the store premises, apply to all carts that have a permanent sgyalloohtaini

the information listed in the law. However, there is nothing in the law that requires shopping carts to have suchna fign. A

those carts that have some form of permanent sign attached, how many contain ALL of the information listed above? So, techni-
cally speaking, many of the shopping carts in our community may NOT be covered by the laws of the state.

Next, we look at the legal requirements for stores to pick up shopping carts. The law gives ttata@idygsiness days following

the date of natificatioto pick up an abandoned shopping cart. Imagine that you arrive home on Friday afternoon and find that
someone had abandoned a shopping cart on your front lawn. You head inside and call the store manager or California Shopping
Cart Retrieval Corporation and report the cart. Now, the clock starts ticking; the store or CSCRC has three busingsskdays to

up thatcart. Butwaiti t 6 s Fr i day! buJinesslayasfMonday, almbshthreefdays aftdr you reported the cart. The
cart you reported on Friday afternoon can legally stay on your lawn until Wednesday at 5 pm, the end of the third business da

after you reported it.

2) The Police and The Budget:

crimes, or that enforcement Woul ecal
wants to arrest Grandma for st e &y _ \ nce
of those who steal shopping carts are not nGrandmao,; rat h

group of ablebodied but lazy residents. Without enforcement, we might as well not have laws.

3) Community Attitude: Many believe that shopping cart theft is a petty, victimless crime, and those of us who protest it so
lently should cease wasting our time and concentrate on other, more important issues. Arguably, some who take thgse carts ma

not realize that it is a crime to do so. But abashovdhati ng
a community that i s wi-litter abandoned catts)dragbtibacbnees theptaggettofymore serioumee s

nal behavior. Criminals know that a community which lacks the commitment or organization to clean up small problems will be
an easier target for other cri mes. Real tors willoropel | yol

lems will also have lower property values than a similar neighborhood that does not tolerate these crimes. Givenet® recent
nomic conditions, the last thing we need is something else to lower the value of our homes!

So why doesn6t Mira Mesa, or the city of San Diegoppaenact
from the city council to pass more restrictive laws regarding shopping carts have found little support outside of DAstdit 5.

tionally, there is a question as to the legality of more strict city legislation. The California Business and ProfessgaieSod
AiThis article shall not invalidate an ordinance otforcitgr be
and county, which ordinance regulates or prohibits the removal of shopping carts or laundry carts from the premiseg or parkin
area of a retail establishment except to the extent any provision of such an ordinance expressly conflicts with anyptiogsion
article. o Woul d a | ocal |l aw reducing the number oih days
conflicto with this | aw? No one seems to know. Pbde haps
willing to tighten the rules, or even require retailers to implement cart restraints? So far, these efforts have goae nowher

And so, the struggle continues...
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LOCAL NUMBERS
Emergency Services General County Services Information
Police/FIre/EMS ..., :1:10 2-1-1 San Diego .....ccoccccvviieiree e n1212
Poison Control ..........ccccceevvvieeeniiiiene .. 2800-:222-1222 Streets & Environment
Utilities Bus shelter damaged ..........ccccccevviiecenninnee..... - 28191 466
Fire hydrantopen .........ccccceveevviieeeiniieeeenn s B183525 - Manhole cover missing or damaged ... 5183525
GAS 1EAK ...t -B007343  Street, flooded ........ooooviiiiii -BAB7500
Power/phone line downed ...............cc.cce..........-B1BB0O8BL  Street, light out (see below for traffic lights) .... 68877500
Tree limbs in power lines ........ccccoooeeeiiiiinenns -800-7343 Street, pothole .........ccoeeeiiiiiiiii e, -5187500
Nuisances Street, sink.ho_le or collaps.e s -HlM3525
Animal, dangerous ..........cccccceeveeeeeeeiiciiinnnenn.... - 53682341 gtﬁ?t’g"ﬂ:c lr']ght no;fuonconcl)ng]%..é..é...é...é..é. 2125;;2222(3
ANIMAl, €A ........ovvveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e 8535060 ' " o tllon oaued a
................... 5pATam or weekends & holidays: 66931276 vergrown, faflen trees, or clogge
ANIMal MANUIE (A0G) +vvvvveoeeeoeoeoooooooeeeoeoo 8382283 storm drain ... -62%-7500
Animal, rodents/rats .........ccccceeeeeiiniiiiiiieeeeee -6982888 Criminal Activity
Building abandoned or dangerous .................... /5500 Police Community Relations Office ................. &583-8120
Car abandoned or inoperative ............ccccocuvee.n: -BFB7856 Suspected Arson ....................z800-4727766 (47ARSON)
NOISE (I0Ud) ..eeveiiiiiiieiiiiic e e ~B3G5564  GANGS ..coooiiiiie e -33192847
Code ComplianCe .........c.eeeeeriieeieniiiieeeeiieeee BAB5500  Graffiti ....oeeeeeeiiieiiiiii &P%-8522
Trash: uncollected, overflowing dumpster, trash Non-emergency crime or suspicious activity e.g.
strewn lot, or recyclables .........c.cccccconnnnnnn -852-5055 belligerent person, car/building alarm,
nuisance bar, underage drinking ................: -8583154

ELECTED OFFICIALS

City Council District 5: Carl DeMaio Mayor, City of San Diego: Jerry Sanders
Ph. (619) 238655, Fax (619) 238915 Ph: (619) 2365330 Fax: (619) 236228
E-mail: carldemaio@sandiego.gov E-mail: JerrySanders@sandiego.gov

Website:http://www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd5/index.shtriWebsite: http://www.sandiego.gov/mayor/
Representative to Mira Mesa John, UwLy@sandiego.gov ~ Representative to Mira Mesa: Stephen Lew

San Diego Unified School District Board, State Assembly. 75th District:

District A: John Lee Evans Nathan Fletcher

Ph:(619) 7255550 Fax (619) 2956624 9909 Mira Mesa blvd., Ste. 130, San Diego, CA 92131
E-mail: johnleeevans@sandi.net Ph: (858) 68%290, Fax: (858) 688296

District Website: http://www.sdcs.k12.ca.us/ Website: : http://www.assembly.ca.gov/fletcher
Website:http://www.sandi.net/board/evans.pdf Ph:(916) 3192075.

Field Representative: Sterling McHale,

San Diego Community College District Board, Sterling.McHale @asm.ca.qov

District B: Bill Schwandt

bschwand@sdccd.edu State Senate, 39th District: Christine Kehoe
Website: http://www.sdccd.cc.ca.us/public/district/trustees/2445 Fifth Avenue, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92101
schwandt.html Ph: (619) 64583133 Fax: (619) 643144

Representative to Mira Mesa: Andrew Kennerly
Governor: _Arnold Schwarzenegger

State Capitol Building Sacramento, 95814 County Supervisor District 3:

Ph: (916) 44582841, Fax: (916) 448633 Pam Slater - Price

Local office 1350 Front St., Suite 6054, Sixth Floor Ph: (619) 5315533

San Diego 92101 E-mail: pamslater@co.sadiego.ca.us

Ph: (619) 5251641 Website: http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/cnty/bos/sup3/
Website: www.governor.ca.gov. Representative to Mira Mesa: Nadia Moshirian

County Supervisor District 4: Ron Roberts

S.D. County Administration Center: 1600 Pacific Highway
Room 335, San Diego, CA. 92101

Ph: (619)5315544

E-mail: ronroberts@sdcounty.ca.gov

Web site: http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/cnty/bos/sup4/
Field Representative: Lauren Prescott

Congressman, 50th District: Brian Bilbray

San Diego County Office: 462 Stevens Ave. Suite 107
Solana Beach, CA 92075

Ph: (858) 3501150 Fax (858) 350750

E-mail via website: http://www.house.gov/bilbray

Field Representative: Andrew Lund



mailto:carldemaio@sandiego.gov
http://www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd5/index.shtml
mailto:JwLy@sandiego.gov
http://www.sandi.net/board/evans.pdf
http://republican.assembly.ca.gov/members/a75/index.aspx?page=home
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