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The site for the future Jonas Salk Elementary School was drégtehe developer of the
surrounding homes when they were constructed in 1980. The site previonsisted of a ridge
between two finger canyons. The developer graded off the top afities filling in two finger

canyons, creating two pads for a park and school. This required masseead fill. None of the

original surface that existed prior to grading exists today park (Maddox Neighborhood
Park) was constructed in 1989, prior to any sign of vernal pools on thertgroplee school

district was unable to build the school until it was funded by PropodMM, so the site sat
vacant and unimproved for 25 years. During this time, vernal pools foomedtie site. The

vernal pools are areas of uneven settling or grading where ealkects in the winter. Killdeer
and other birds like to splash around in the vernal pools in the wirkiely §eeding the vernal
pools with species found in vernal pools at other nearby sites. Spr@ected sites exist in the
area including Christa MacAuliffe Park on Parkdale just north ioA Miesa Blvd., and a fenced
site on land formerly owned by Fenton at the south end of Parkddiewigl are some pictures
that show some of the existing conditions at the site.
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Figure 1. Sign at the corner of Parkdale and Flands. The date was recently changed from 2006 to 2D0
because of difficulty getting the plan approved byhe U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (UFW). UFW wants th
plan redesigned to preserve vernal pools on the sitand also wants the school district to perform aditional
mitigation.



Figure 2. Salk Elementary School site looking westcross Parkdale from the end of Gold Coast. Thedes
are in the park, just past the school site, and thiargest vernal pools are at the back of the sitgust in front of
the trees.

Figure 3. Back of the Salk Elementary School sit&ote the berm that forms the boundary between thechool
site and the park. Water collects against this bermwvhen it rains, forming the largest vernal pool orthe site.



Figure 4. Back of the elementary school site lookinnorth parallel to the berm at the largest vernalpool.
Note the non-native vegetation along the berm, antthe dry grass that grew in the northernmost part ofthe
vernal pool during the winter. This is the habitatthat UFW insists must be preserved.

Figure 5. Closer view of the grassy part of the veal pool.



Figure 6. Developed park site below the school sit€his site was graded at the same time as the scihcand
was constructed in 1989.

Figure 7. Western edge of the park site. The verngool shown in previous pictures is just above thipoint.
The top of the ridge is the eastern side of the ber shown earlier.



