
Mira Mesa Town Council - Meeting Minutes 

April 6, 2015 - 7:00 p.m. 

1) Call to order (7:02 p.m.)  

2) Pledge of Allegiance  

3) Approval of minutes from last meeting (March, 2015) – approved. 

4) Acknowledgement of Business Sponsor (refreshments) – O’s Kitchen 

5) Approval of 2015 Budget and Recent Expenditure – 2015 budget was approved 

6) President’s Announcement – Ted Brengel 

a) There needs to be more conversation between the many organizations in the community. 

b) Some people have been wandering on to MCAS Miramar, which is not a good idea. 

7) Recognition of First Responders (SDPD/SDFD)  
a) SDPD Northeastern Division – Sergeant Tyler Wolf for Officer Shannah Kanoa, Community Relations 

Officer. There were 4 residential burglaries, 4 commercial burglaries. There were 11 stolen vehicles, 
two of which were recovered.  

b) SDFD – Steve Wright. Provided information on the 911 system. Dial 911 for emergencies, 211 for other 
services (Go to 211.org for info on 211). If you call 911 the operator may ask a lot of questions, but help 
is already on the way. Don’t call 911 and hang up. Someone will respond anyway. Fire station 
renovation will be completed in a couple of months. 

8) MMTC/Verne Goodwin Scholarship – Jon Labaw  

a) Lainie Hardman will chair the scholarship committee this year. 

b) Application will be on the website within the next few days. Due in May. Winners will be announced and 
introduced at the June meeting. Scholarship is based on volunteer service, not academics.  

9) One Paseo, Stone Creek, and the Planning Process – Jeff Stevens 

a) Jeff Stevens describe the origin and importance of community plans and the tradeoffs between property 
rights, the need for housing, availability of land, need for public facilities and quality of life 
considerations that go into the development of a community plan. He described the remaining 
residential development in Mira Mesa and the large projects proposed in Carroll Canyon including the 
Stone Creek project which will have 4,455 units and bring 10-15,000 new residents into the community. 

b) The presentation is attached to these minutes. 

10)  Recognition of Elected Officials and their representatives 
 
a)  Councilmember Chris Cate, District 6 (Luis Pallera) – Sun Festival last week. Flanders will be slurry 
sealed over the next few months. Parkdale needs more work. Arlette – please bring statement of why Chris 
voted like he did on One Paseo. Will do. 
b) Congressman Scott Peters (Howard Ou). Filipino Sun Festival last week. Thanks to Bari Vaz. Taste of 

Mira Mesa. Homeless veteran program. Congressman is a product of student loans. Congressional art 
competition application deadline is Wed April 22.  

c) State Senator Marty Block, District 39 (Joyce Temporal and Jay Bariuan). Not present, but asked to 
mention the tour on Friday April 17 of SDG&E energy innovation center. Also sponsored by Scott 
Peters and Ron Roberts. 



11) Government and Community Resources 
a) City Attorney, Neighborhood Prosecution Unit – Julio DeGuzman. Community Courts offered for 
misdemeanors. Clean up neighborhood for 16 hours, dismiss criminal case. Urban core and Alpha project 
supervise. 60-70% of offenders have taken this option.  
b) Mira Mesa Branch Library – Barbara Schwartz, Branch Manager. Lots of interesting things happening at 
the library. Workshops for applying for jobs online. Partnering with Goodwill.  
c) Mira Mesa Community Planning Group – John Horst, Chairman. No report. 
d) Mira Mesa Recreation Council – Joe Frichtel, Chairman. 100 years ago Balboa Park. April 24 Arbor Day 
celebration. May 9 kids wagon parade, Marine Corps. Meeting next week. 
e) Mira Mesa Cluster Schools Council – Jon Labaw. General update on schools. Salk update. Buildout of 
high school continuing. Open house at Salk coming soon. May have community meeting – perhaps 
Planning Group in August.  
Chalk the Walk – May 2. Motion to sponsor a $200 square approved. 
Relay for Life – May 16th. MMTC is represented. Need a few more people. 

12) MMTC Committee Reports and Announcements 
  a) Pam - Volunteer of the Year dinner honoring Julius Hitchens will be on April 18th. Very good response 
to invitation. Should be a great party 
  b) Jeff - Street Fair subcommittee meetings will start on April 23rd 
  c) John - Treasurer’s Report – balances: Checking $37,703.21; Savings $15,892.12; Scholarship 
$12,418.29; Total: $66,013.62. 

13) Recognition of Community Groups in attendance  

14) D6 night market May 30 4-10 PM. Celebration of all neighborhoods in D6. D6nightmarket.com.  

15) Scripps Mesa Fireworks. Have managed to pay deposit. 20% tomorrow at O’s goes to Fireworks. 

16) Pam - May 30 7-10 pm also Mira Mesa’s got talent. Recruiting performers. May 5, 7 auditions. 
MiraMesaTheatreGuild.com (note change to .com) 

17) MM Women’s club. Memorial scholarship for Dyanna Smith. Open to senior girls. Need based.  Go to 
website. April 15 deadline.  

18)  MM Rugby. Brandon Phillips. Student run. Want to expand. Male and female players. Placed 
well. Looking for donation from community. 501 nonprofit. John recommends county grant 
program. John will help them.  

19)  Adjournment (9 p.m.) 



Community Planning in Mira 
Mesa

Jeff Stevens

Mira Mesa Town Council Meeting

April 5, 2015



Why is a Community Plan Important?

• Mira Mesa was largely responsible for 
initiating the community planning 
process because it was initially built 
without any.

• Developers built affordable single 
family homes that sold well, but 
without any schools, parks or other 
public facilities.

• When people moved in, they quickly 
realized the lack of facilities and 
protested.

• Pete Wilson ran for mayor on a 
platform of “No more Mira Mesas” 
which meant, no more communities to 
be built without planning.

The first Mira Mesa Schools 
were set up in ordinary 
houses. Picture is from 
December 1969.



What are the Constraints on a 
Community Plan?

• Constraints that increase land use intensity:
– Landowner’s property rights
– City’s need to provide housing for its population
– City’s need for business and industrial space
– Tradeoffs between density and limitations on available 

land

• Constraints that offset or decrease land use intensity:
– Residents’ quality of life
– Residents’ need for public facilities
– Environmental constraints
– Limits on road capacity and transit availability
– Military constraints on land use near flight path



What Goes Into a Community Plan?

• Types of allowed development over the entire 
community
– Residential, including allowed densities
– Industrial
– Commercial
– Parks and open space

• Public facilities
– Roads based on traffic 

projections
– Parks based on 

projected population
– Libraries, fire stations

Mira Mesa Community Plan



Aerial photograph of Mira Mesa at the time the current Community Plan was approved
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New Parks and Park Improvements



Traffic and Road Improvements



Community Plan Amendments

• The main function of community planning groups is to 
review projects for consistency with the community plan

• A developer may propose a community plan amendment 
and must show that 
– The amendment will improve the community plan 
– The project will mitigate any additional impacts and provide 

additional public facilities required

• Community planning groups are advisory groups, and the 
actual decision rests with the City Council

• In the case of Carmel Valley’s One Paseo, the community 
planning group was opposed, but the City Council approved 
the project



Carroll Canyon in Community Plan
The Mira Mesa Community Plan requires a community plan amendment and 
master plan development for the Vulcan (formerly CalMat) and Hanson (formerly 
Fenton) properties in Carroll Canyon.

The Hanson master plan 
was approved in 1991 and 
includes 1800 residential 
units and 113 acres of 
industrial development.

The Vulcan project “Stone 
Creek” is  now being 
processed. It follows the 
community plan option for 
a high density transit-
oriented design. However 
the community plan does 
not include any population 
in this area, so public 
facilities are an issue.



Carroll Canyon Now
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Carroll Canyon Future Plans



Stone Creek Master Plan



Stone Creek Development
Area Developed

Acreage
Residential 
Units

Commercial 
Square Feet

Business 
Square Feet

Village Center1 42 1420 150,000 200,000

Westside 71 2725 24,000

Creekside 25 300

Parkside 9 135,000

Eastside 30 415,000

Total 177 4,445 174,000 750,000

Neighborhoods

1The Village Center also includes a 150 room hotel.



Issues Identified by Subcommittee

• Public facilities, particularly active use 
parkland

• Traffic – waiting for traffic study

• Appropriate changes to the community plan in 
the community plan amendment. 



Public Facilities

• Stone Creek will increase the population anticipated in 
the community plan by 17% - almost 15,000 people 
(half the population of Scripps Ranch).

• The project should provide public facilities for 15,000 
people.

• Parks are the primary concern. Our parks are always in 
demand as is, and we are below City park standards. All 
of the parkland proposed is passive use parkland, and 
so the 15,000 new residents will impact existing parks 
for active uses.



Questions?

For more information see 
http://miramesatowncouncil.org/planning_group
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