Mira Mesa Town Council Minutes
September 13, 2021 - 7:00 p.m. via Zoom

1) Call to order by President Bari Vaz at 7:00 pm
2) Recognition of First Responders (SDPD/SDFD if present)
a) SD Fire Department Station 38 – not present
b) SDPD – Christina Santos, part of tonight’s featured Mira Mesa Neighborhood Watch program. Bari –
MMTC is trying to organize an improved neighborhood watch program. Useful for emergencies as
well as for crime reporting. C. Santos – happy to hear we want to do a neighborhood watch program.
Need block captains to keep number of contacts manageable. Neighbors report to block captains,
block captains report to police. “Block” is a minimum of 5 houses. Signs are available from Council
office or police department. Bari – will be distributing information packet online this week. Will have
area coordinators to coordinate with block captains.
3) MMTC Members’ Approval of Minutes from June Meeting - approved
4) President’s Report – Bari Vaz. No report.
5) Government and Community Resources
a) Featured Program: Densification Without Infrastructure - Jeff Stevens, Chair, Mira Mesa Community
Planning Group
i) See attached presentation
b) Mira Mesa Community Recreation Group – Joe Frichtel, Chair
i) Phase 2 of Mira Mesa Community Park including the pool and skate park are being delayed by new
storm water requirements.
ii) Wangenheim should start next month.
iii) Salk should start before the end of the year.
c) Scripps Mesa Fireworks – Michael Spencer, President. No report
6) Elected Officials – standing reports
a) City Councilmember Chris Cate, District 6 - Luis Pallera and Sheldon Zeman
i) Sheldon Zemen is taking over as representative for Chris Cate. Sheldon worked as a representative
for Scott Sherman for 6 ½ years, so has some good experience for the job.
b) Mayor Todd Gloria – Michaela Valk
i) See attached report
c) Assemblyman Brian Maienschein, District 77 - Rob Knudsen
i) No report, but Marv Miles mentioned the touching memorial to Bruce Brown that Brian did at the
adjournment of the Assembly meeting last week. There is a recording online at
https://www.assembly.ca.gov/media/assembly-floor-session-20210908/video. Scroll the video timer
to 7:41:20.
d) Congressman Scott Peters - Anthony Nguyen
i) See attached report
7) Open Forum
a) Tommy Hough introduced himself as a City Council candidate and spoke about current issues.
8)

Other MMTC Committee Reports
a) Treasurer’s Report – Jonathan Lea
i) Our bank account balance is $59,578 which is down about $4,700 from the beginning of the year
since we have had minimal income due to Covid and have continued to fund scholarships and pay
expenses.
b) Street Fair – Jeff Stevens. The Mira Mesa Street Fair has been postponed to October 1, 2022 due to
Covid. When we starting planning in early July it was looking like Covid was over, but it has become
clear that it is not over, so we are postponing a year. Vendors who have signed up have been given
the option to roll their registration over to next year or get a refund.

c) Banner District – Jennifer Kvalvik. Grant for new banners has been funded. $8,500.
d) Membership – Lisa Balderston. Goal is to increase our membership to 100 by the end of the year.
9) Adjournment at 8:45 pm
Recording of this meeting is online at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iWAm6GTzd9Q
Next Meeting: Monday, October 4, 2021 (Mira Mesa Schools Night – all Mira Mesa prinicipals of
schools grades K-12 are invited to speak!)

Report from Anthony Nguyen for Congressman Scott Peters
•

Service Academy and ROTC Information Night (Thursday, September 16, 2021 @ 6:00 PM): Have questions
about applying to a U.S. Service Academy? Join us to hear from admissions counselors at each Service Academy
and college ROTC programs. Staff will also be on hand to answer questions. Application deadline will be Friday,
October 29, 2021. More information here: https://scottpeters.house.gov/academynominations

•

$3.5 Trillion Reconciliation Bill (Build Back Better Act):
o Going through mark-up right now.
o Congressman’s Concerns: Does not address near insolvency of social insurance programs, no guide to
tackle our unsustainable national debt, no discussion to lower drug costs in a strategic way that
preserves America’s groundbreaking innovation efforts. The legislative process will raise policy issues
that Congress will have to confront, and these concerns will have to be put to rest before Rep. Peters
can offer his full support for the final budget reconciliation package.
o Once all of the committees of jurisdiction have approved their legislation, the House Budget Committee
and House Rules Committee will consider the bill before it is voted on by the full House. After the
reconciliation package advances the House, the Senate will begin its consideration.

•

Afghanistan: We’ve been advised that US Citizens, Permanent Residents, Special Immigrant Visa (SIV), and their
family members with pending petitions OR who would qualify to apply are now the primary focus of US
personnel for evacuation. P-1/P-2 applicants are now encouraged to seek further assistance through the U.S.
Refugee Admission Program (P-1/P-2 Referral Program): https://www.state.gov/u-s-refugee-admissionsprogram-priority-2-designation-for-afghan-nationals/. Priority is evacuation!
o P1 - Afghan women and men at risk of persecution and violence for refugee status and resettlement
options in the U.S. This includes, but is not limited to, women human rights defenders and leaders with
high levels of visibility, such as politicians and journalists.
o P2 - Subcontractors and subgrantees of U.S.-funded contracts, grants, and cooperative agreements.

Report from Michaela Valk for Mayor Todd Gloria
On September 2, the Homeless Outreach Team along with the County's HHSA as well as a County Nurse stationed an
outreach booth near the Senior Center as another way to attempt to connect homeless individuals with services
along with Covid-19 vaccines.
Mayor Todd Gloria announced the first Monoclonal Antibody Regional Center (MARC) in San Diego County to
provide on-site COVID-19 testing, treatment for COVID-19, post-exposure prophylaxis--all at no cost for anyone who
is medically eligible, regardless of health insurance or immigration status. MARC sites provide early antibody
treatment for COVID-19 patients that can help them fight the illness without having to go to the hospital. The site is
located at the Cathy Hopper Clairemont Friendship Center at 4425 Bannock Avenue (Council District 6). This is part
of Mayor Todd Gloria’s effort to keep the health and safety of all San Diegans at the forefront. For more information
on the announcement please visit: Link
On August 9 the Mayor officially launched this $12 million grant program. Applications for this funding will be open
between Aug. 11 and Sept. 24, with grants awarded by the San Diego Foundation shortly thereafter.
Small businesses located in, and nonprofits serving residents of, the City of San Diego can view eligibility
requirements and apply at SDReliefGrant.com.
Mayor Todd Gloria and Lady Gaga are inviting San Diegans to take the pledge to #BeKind21 and practice kindness
toward themselves and others for the next 21 days (September 1-21).
Phase 1 of the City’s groundbreaking Pure Water program has officially kicked off, which will provide nearly 50% of
the City’s drinking water by 2035 and dramatically reduce the need for imported water.
• More info on announcement visit press release: Link
• More info please PUD webpage: Link

Mira Mesa Planning Issues:
Densification without
Infrastructure
Jeff Stevens
Mira Mesa Town Council Meeting
September 13, 2021

• The Community Plan defines development throughout the community
•
•
•
•

Residential, including allowed densities
Industrial
Commercial
Parks and open space

• Public facilities

• Roads based on traffic
projections
• Parks based on projected
population
• Libraries, fire stations

• The 1992 Mira Mesa
Community Plan
accurately projected
future development and
population

1992 Mira Mesa Community Plan

Mira Mesa is in the middle of
a major update of the
Community Plan

• The FBA Program Contains:
•
•
•

•
•

A list of projects derived from
the community plan
Cost estimates for all projects
A developer fee derived from
the estimated cost of these
projects divided by the
projected development
A highly elastic prioritized
schedule
A budget

• Over a 30 year period the FBA
program has worked well to
build most of the public facilities
in the Community Plan
• The FBA Program was
terminated with City Council
approval of the Parks Master
Plan on August 6!

Public Facilities were Funded
by the Mira Mesa FBA

Mira Mesa FBA Projects

Canyon Hills
Park

Pool and
Skate Park

Salk Park
Recreation Center
3Roots Park
Carroll Canyon
Road Segment

Highest Priority Remaining
FBA Projects

Wangenheim
Fields

• The “Complete Communities” program replaces the Community Planning methodology of
the past 40 years in which development paid fees to offset the impacts of the
development in each community with a program that disperses developer fees Citywide
• The program has lofty and worthwhile goals: “Complete Communities is an initiative to set
us on a path to achieve our goals and shape a future that works for all of us with a focus
on four key areas: housing, mobility, parks and infrastructure”
• However, it has none of the characteristics that made the FBA programs work.
• There is no list of projects (other than 5% administrative costs)
• There are no cost estimates, no schedule and no budget
• There is no direct relationship between developer fees and project costs
• In both the Parks Master Plan and the Infrastructure
Plan, developer fees from developing communities
are the only identified funding source
• The program also assumes a transit system vastly
better than what exists today
https://www.sandiego.gov/complete-communities

Complete Communities
Program

September 2017 Report:
This analysis shows the highest potential from
rezoning around transit opportunity areas
exists in the following neighborhoods: City
Heights (approximately 20,000 units), Greater
North Park (approximately 17,000 units),
Kensington-Talmadge (approximately 11,000
units), Uptown (approximately 10,000 units)
and Mira Mesa (approximately 10,000 units).

• The Community Plan was last updated in 1992
• A major update is now in progress

Community
Plan Update

• The City is proposing high density residential
development in all shopping centers and in
Sorrento Mesa and in east Miramar.
• https://www.planmiramesa.org/
• https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/cp
u/miramesa/advisory-committee-documents
• https://www.miramesatowncouncil.org/mira-mesacommunity-planning-group/

Draft Land Use Proposal 24,000 Units

Urban Park Concepts

•

•

Blueprint San Diego: “Streamlines the
Community Plan Update process, shortening
plan completion dates from four to five years to
two to three years. These changes will lead to
more local housing opportunities, faster
infrastructure improvements and the City
meeting its climate and transportation modeshare goals sooner by aligning housing
production with transit.”
Mira Mesa Community Plan Update: “The Mira
Mesa Community Plan Update will address
housing and employment growth by identifying
mixed-use villages within commercial centers
along Mira Mesa Boulevard within the central
and eastern portion of the community,
Sorrento Mesa employment center within the
western portion of the community, and the
business park area within the eastern portion
of the Miramar employment center.”

Blueprint San Diego

• SB9 allows up to 4 units to be built on a single family lot, overriding local
zoning.
• SB10 allows up to 10 units to be built on single family lot, but is subject
to local participation.
• Both bills have passed the State legislature and are awaiting the
governor’s signature.

SB9 and SB10

ADU Regulations

• There is nothing wrong in principle with a substantial increase in multifamily housing
or with ADU’s, however
• In all of these proposals, infrastructure is at best an afterthought
• Where infrastructure is mentioned at all it is being addressed largely by wishful
thinking with no real plan and unrealistic financial expectations
• Mira Mesa was infamous in its early days for being built with no parks, schools or
other public facilities
• The problems this caused led to the Community Planning process and the FBA
programs in developing communities.
• In the current rush to build housing we are forgetting the lessons of the past and it is
likely we will have to learn them again.

Summary

Questions?

For more information see
https://www.miramesatowncouncil.org/mira-mesacommunity-planning-group/

