January, 2011

Mira Mesa
To w n C o u n c i l

New Year, New Challenges, New Opportunities
“It may take a village to raise a child, but it takes the vision and determination of its residents to make that village.”
- Jay Walljasper, Senior Fellow, Project for Public Spaces
In ―The Great Neighborhood Book‖ author Jay Walljasper suggests that ―a successful neighborhood has to have places and activities to draw residents together so that they can know each other and care about each other and their neighborhood. That's what
makes one place different from other places.‖ But getting more people involved remains the most difficult problem for community
and non-profit organizations. Many people tend to rely on the city, county, or state to solve their neighborhood problems instead
of taking on some of the responsibility themselves. Often these same people do not believe that their input and efforts can make a
difference.
“Never doubt that a small group of committed citizens can change the world. Indeed, it’s the only thing that has.”
- Margaret Meade, Cultural Anthropologist
In this time of dwindling budgets and reduced services, we can no longer sit by and wait for a government organization to resolve
problems in Mira Mesa. We must step up and create the community that WE want to see, not the one that the city/county/state
says we should want nor the one that their budgets say we will get. For if WE do not care enough to get involved and improve
Mira Mesa, why should we expect that government employees - most of whom don’t even live in our neighborhood - will care any
more than we do? This year, the Mira Mesa Town Council will be reaching out to our community to find those residents who want
to be a part of this community improvement. We will be expanding our activities, adding more efforts and projects to improve
Mira Mesa, and reaching out to other community organizations to help with their efforts. We have changed and expanded our
membership benefits, to further encourage residents to become members of the Mira Mesa Town Council and be more active in the
community. And we want to hear from you.
Please join us at our January meeting, as we kick off a new year full of challenges and opportunities.
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Mira Mesa Town Council Meeting
Monday, January 3, 2011
7 - 9 p.m.
Mira Mesa Senior Center
8460 Mira Mesa Blvd
Agenda:
Installation of the 2011 Mira Mesa
Town Council Board of Directors
Councilmember Carl DeMaio discusses
his ―Roadmap to Recovery‖
Community Forum - MMTC Membership
Benefits, Community Feedback
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MIRA MESA TOWN COUNCIL
BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 2011

Want to help your community,
but don’t know how?

PRESIDENT
Ted Brengel, Ted@TedBrengel.com

Mira Mesa is made up of people just like you who are looking for ways to get involved in the community. Whether you
are interested in local planning, parks and recreation, community appearance, family events or something completely new,
there’s a place for you.

FIRST VICE PRESIDENT (PROGRAM CHAIR)
Bari Vaz, BariVaz@sbcglobal.net
SECOND VICE PRESIDENT (MEMBERSHIP)
Maria G. Pankau, mgpankau@hotmail.com
TREASURER
Jeff Stevens, jeffstev@san.rr.com
RECORDING SECRETARY
Kathy Madsen, rmadsen1@att.net
NEWSLETTER EDITOR
Sandy Smith, miramesarealty@gmail.com
PARLIAMENTARIAN
Jon Labaw, jlabaw13@gmail.com
MEMBERS AT LARGE
John Daley, jedaleyiii@aol.com
Jennifer Kvalvik, jkvalvik@sandi.net
Alexander Tri Minh Nguyen, alex909@gmail.com
Jerry Ollinger, jerryollinger@hotmail.com

Mira Mesa Town Council Meetings
Mira Mesa Town Council meetings provide a
public forum for community issues relating to
civic, cultural, social, educational and recreational development and improvement in the
area. Regular meetings are held the first Monday of each month at the Mira Mesa Senior
Center from 7 to 9 p.m., with no meeting held in
July.
2011 Mira Mesa Town Council meeting schedule:
January 3
February 7
March 7
April 4
May 2
June 6

July - NO MEETING
August 1
September 5
October 3
November 7
December 5

Contact Us:
Mira Mesa Town Council
PMB 230
10606-08 Camino Ruiz
San Diego, CA 92126
info@miramesatowncouncil.org
www.MiraMesaTownCouncil.org
Please send items for publication to:
newsletter@miramesatowncouncil.org

Ongoing community groups include:


BANNER DISTRICT COMMITTEE



CLUSTER SCHOOLS COUNCIL



COMMUNITY PLANNING GROUP



COMMUNITY PRIDE COMMITTEE



COMMUNITY VISION COMMITTEE



FOURTH OF JULY COMMITTEE



HEROES



MMTC STREET FAIR COMMITTEE



M AINTENANCE ASSESSMENT DISTRICT COMMITTEE



RECREATION COUNCIL



RETIRED SENIOR VOLUNTEER PATROL (RSVP)

Come to a Mira Mesa Town Council general meeting or
contact one of our directors for more information. Also see
page 9 for specific meeting times and locations.

One Book, One San Diego reads “The Gangster We Are All
Looking For” - by Pam Stevens
The ―One Book, One San Diego‖ discussion of ―The Gangster We Are All
Looking For,‖ author lê thi diem thúy’s semi-autobiographical novel about
the Vietnamese immigrant experience in San Diego as told by a six-year-old
girl, will take place on Tuesday, January 25th from 6:45 pm to 8:00 pm at the
Mira Mesa Library. ―Gangster‖ was chosen as the 2011 selection by a vote at
the KPBS website. The discussion is hosted by the Banned Book Club, but is
open to the public. For additional information, please contact Pam Stevens at
pstevens@san.rr.com.
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By Ted Brengel, MMTC President

President’s Message

Well here we are already! Happy New Year to everyone. I sincerely hope that the New Year finds you healthy and happy and that
2011 is a prosperous year for everyone.
2011 is certainly going to be interesting for Mira Mesa. A challenge that the City faces, redistricting, is almost certain to affect Mira
Mesa. How, no one knows, but we are concerned that Mira Mesa could wind up divided among several City Council Districts. We
see that as a very bad thing and have a committee to monitor the redistricting process and to militate for our community to be in a
single district. This is not anything like past redistricting efforts in that an additional City Council District must be added. The big
question is, where?
Of course, we face some of the same old challenges. While Mira Mesa Boulevard is in the process of getting a much needed resurfacing, many other streets are still being overlooked—one more consequence of our city’s financial woes. Shopping carts continue
to litter our streets despite the efforts of some of our finest volunteers. Anytime I mention the shopping cart problem I feel obligated
to mention our one and only success story: Walgreens Drugs. As many of you know, the carts at Walgreens have wheels that literally lock up if cart passes the perimeter of the parking lot. The wheels can only be unlocked by a remote control kept inside the
store. If only other stores would show that kind of concern for the appearance of their community, Mira Mesa would be a much
better looking place.
Of course our painters are hard at work. We have graffiti painters who eradicate ugly scrawls on utility boxes and walls. They also
paint entire walls when necessary and so far have covered over 10,000 feet of six-foot-high walls. And then we have a new team of
super-stars painting our utility boxes. Leoangelo Reyes leads a team of about thirty painters, each lending his or her own style and
ideas to our roadside boxes. This project has been led by and is under the auspices of Mike Davis and the Non-profit Executive
Council. MMTC has voted to allow our paint fund to be used to purchase supplies for the utility box painters. If you would like to
donate to this very worthy cause please go online and browse to http://www.miramesatowncouncil.org/PaintDonations.htm.
Yes, 2011 promises to be very interesting indeed. With any luck at all San Diego will make progress toward the resolution of our
budget issues. Of course, each and every one of us has some version or another of a solution. So, let me challenge all of you to
come to the January meeting and see what Carl DeMaio has to say on this subject. And bring all your ideas with you; Carl wants to
hear from all of us. So, show up and speak up! See you at the meeting.

By Ted Brengel

So, Where Does MMTC Stand On That?

Let me start by being succinct. The official position of MMTC is that we do not take positions with regard to issues or individuals.
Instead we provide a forum where issues can be discussed and debated and where individuals can have their say.
The officers of MMTC will always attempt to provide balance in our programs. We will invite people with opinions that differ with
one another when we are able to do so. Note that doesn’t mean we will get a positive response, so sometimes only one side of an
issue will be presented. Often if we hear from someone in our meeting for one month and later find someone with a differing opinion, we will invite that person to the next meeting.
In 2011 City Budget issues will be discussed at some length. Certainly there are many sides to this set of issues, so we are starting
early by having Carl DeMaio speak at our January meeting. Redistricting is bound to be huge so Bari Vaz will keep us updated on
progress made by the Redistricting Commission. For both of these we will endeavor to ask people on all sides of related issues to
speak at MMTC meetings, but we need your help.
Please help us maintain this balance. The Town Council is truly your organization and certainly the Board of Directors is far from
perfect. So, if you happen to know of a source of information that supports or opposes a speaker at one of our meetings, please let us
know. The best way to do that would be to send an e-mail to issues@miramesatowncouncil.org.

Thank You!
To All Members of the Mira Mesa Town Council and the
Mira Mesa Chamber of Commerce, for your generous donations
To the San Diego Food Bank’s 2010 Holiday Food Drive.
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By Bari Vaz

It’s a problem that has existed for as long as Mira Mesa has had grocery stores—abandoned shopping carts littering our main thoroughfares and residential streets. Yet for all of our complaints and suggested solutions, the situation has not improved. If anything, the problem has grown worse in proportion to the rapid growth of the Mira Mesa community. So, why is it so hard to fix
this problem? The answer lies in legislative loopholes, city budget problems, and community attitude.
1) The Law: Shopping carts are covered by the California Business and Professions Code, Sections 22435 - 22435.8. The law
designates rules for the recovery of shopping carts and the disposition of those picked up from our streets. To be blunt, the law has
more holes than Swiss cheese and is far from community friendly. A few examples:
From the code: ―The provisions of Section 22435.2 shall apply when a shopping cart or a laundry cart has a sign permanently affixed to it that identifies the owner of the cart or the retailer, or both; notifies the public of the procedure to be utilized for authorized removal of the cart from the premises; notifies the public that the unauthorized removal of the cart from the premises or parking area of the retail establishment, or the unauthorized possession of the cart, is a violation of state law; and lists a valid telephone
number or address for returning the cart removed from the premises or parking area to the owner or retailer.‖
So the laws regarding removing a shopping cart from the premises, to be in possession of a shopping cart outside of the store
premises, or to abandon a shopping cart outside of the store premises, apply to all carts that have a permanent sign containing all of
the information listed in the law. However, there is nothing in the law that requires shopping carts to have such a sign. And for
those carts that have some form of permanent sign attached, how many contain ALL of the information listed above? So, technically speaking, many of the shopping carts in our community may NOT be covered by the laws of the state.
Next, we look at the legal requirements for stores to pick up shopping carts. The law gives retailers three business days following
the date of notification to pick up an abandoned shopping cart. Imagine that you arrive home on Friday afternoon and find that
someone had abandoned a shopping cart on your front lawn. You head inside and call the store manager or California Shopping
Cart Retrieval Corporation and report the cart. Now, the clock starts ticking; the store or CSCRC has three business days to pick
up that cart. But wait - it’s Friday! Therefore, the first business day is Monday, almost three days after you reported the cart. The
cart you reported on Friday afternoon can legally stay on your lawn until Wednesday at 5 pm, the end of the third business day
after you reported it.
2) The Police and The Budget: Putting any ―loopholes‖ aside, the law states
that any person who removes a shopping cart from the premises or abandons
a shopping cart outside of the store premises, is guilty of a misdemeanor.
But those who steal and abandon shopping carts know that there is no enforcement of the law. The reasons given fall into two categories: the SDPD
does not have enough money and/or resources to worry about such petty
crimes, or that enforcement would embarrass the SDPD because ―no one
wants to arrest Grandma for stealing a cart.‖ Experience shows us that most
of those who steal shopping carts are not ―Grandma‖; rather they are a small
group of able-bodied but lazy residents. Without enforcement, we might as well not have laws.
3) Community Attitude: Many believe that shopping cart theft is a petty, victimless crime, and those of us who protest it so violently should cease wasting our time and concentrate on other, more important issues. Arguably, some who take these carts may
not realize that it is a crime to do so. But abandoning shopping carts on our streets is NOT a ―victimless‖ crime. Studies show that
a community that is willing to tolerate ―petty‖ crimes - litter, abandoned carts, graffiti—becomes the target of more serious criminal behavior. Criminals know that a community which lacks the commitment or organization to clean up small problems will be
an easier target for other crimes. Realtors will tell you that a neighborhood with abandoned carts, litter, and other ―petty‖ problems will also have lower property values than a similar neighborhood that does not tolerate these crimes. Given the recent economic conditions, the last thing we need is something else to lower the value of our homes!
So why doesn’t Mira Mesa, or the city of San Diego, enact stricter laws regarding shopping carts? Past attempts to gather support
from the city council to pass more restrictive laws regarding shopping carts have found little support outside of District 5. Additionally, there is a question as to the legality of more strict city legislation. The California Business and Profession Code states
―This article shall not invalidate an ordinance of, or be construed to prohibit the adoption of an ordinance by, a city, county, or city
and county, which ordinance regulates or prohibits the removal of shopping carts or laundry carts from the premises or parking
area of a retail establishment except to the extent any provision of such an ordinance expressly conflicts with any provision of this
article.‖ Would a local law reducing the number of days a store is given to pick up an abandoned cart from three to one be ―in
conflict‖ with this law? No one seems to know. Perhaps we need to look to our state legislature for an answer. Would they be
willing to tighten the rules, or even require retailers to implement cart restraints? So far, these efforts have gone nowhere.
And so, the struggle continues...
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LOCAL NUMBERS
Emergency Services
Police/Fire/EMS ...................................................... 9-1-1
Poison Control .............................................. 1-800-222-1222

General County Services Information
2-1-1 San Diego ...................................................... 2-1-1

Streets & Environment
Bus shelter damaged ........................................ 619-231-1466
Manhole cover missing or damaged ................. 619-515-3525
Street, flooded ................................................... 619-527-7500
Street, light out (see below for traffic lights) .... 619-527-7500
Street, pothole ................................................... 619-527-7500
Street, sink hole or collapse .............................. 619-515-3525
Nuisances
Street, traffic light non-functioning .................. 619-525-8650
Animal, dangerous ............................................ 619-236-2341
Swimming Pools……………………….……... 858-689-6296
Animal, dead ..................................................... 858-492-5060
Weeds overgrown, fallen trees, or clogged
...................5pm-7am or weekends & holidays: 619-573-1276
storm drain ................................................... 619-527-7500
Animal manure (dog) ........................................ 619-338-2283
Animal, rodents/rats .......................................... 858-694-2888 Criminal Activity
Building abandoned or dangerous ..................... 619-236-5500 Police Community Relations Office .................858-538-8120
Car abandoned or inoperative ........................... 858-495-7856 Suspected Arson ........................1-800-472-7766 (47ARSON)
Noise (loud) ....................................... ............... 619-236-5564 Gangs ................................................................ 619-531-2847
Code Compliance .............................................. 619-236-5500 Graffiti .............................................................. 619-525-8522
Non-emergency crime or suspicious activity e.g.
Trash: uncollected, overflowing dumpster, trashbelligerent person, car/building alarm,
strewn lot, or recyclables ............................. 858-492-5055
nuisance bar, underage drinking ................. 858-484-3154
Utilities
Fire hydrant open .............................................. 619-515-3525
Gas leak ............................................................. 800-411-7343
Power/phone line downed ................................. 619-811-8081
Tree limbs in power lines .................................. 800-411-7343

ELECTED OFFICIALS
City Council District 5: Carl DeMaio
Ph. (619) 236-6655, Fax (619) 238-0915
E-mail: carldemaio@sandiego.gov
Website: http://www.sandiego.gov/citycouncil/cd5/index.shtml
Representative to Mira Mesa John Ly, JwLy@sandiego.gov

Mayor, City of San Diego: Jerry Sanders
Ph: (619) 236-6330 Fax: (619) 236-7228
E-mail: JerrySanders@sandiego.gov
Website: http://www.sandiego.gov/mayor/
Representative to Mira Mesa: Stephen Lew

State Assembly, 75th District:
Nathan Fletcher
9909 Mira Mesa blvd., Ste. 130, San Diego, CA 92131
Ph: (858) 689-6290, Fax: (858) 689-6296
Website: : http://www.assembly.ca.gov/fletcher
Ph: (916) 319-2075.
Field Representative: Sterling McHale,
San Diego Community College District Board, Sterling.McHale@asm.ca.gov
District B: Bill Schwandt
State Senate, 39th District: Christine Kehoe
bschwand@sdccd.edu
2445 Fifth Avenue, Suite 200, San Diego, CA 92101
Website: http://www.sdccd.cc.ca.us/public/district/trustees/
Ph: (619) 645-3133 Fax: (619) 645-3144
schwandt.html
Representative to Mira Mesa: Andrew Kennerly
Governor: Arnold Schwarzenegger
County Supervisor District 3:
State Capitol Building Sacramento, 95814
Pam Slater-Price
Ph: (916) 445-2841, Fax: (916) 445-4633
Ph: (619) 531-5533
Local office: 1350 Front St., Suite 6054, Sixth Floor
E-mail: pam-slater@co.san-diego.ca.us
San Diego 92101
Website: http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/cnty/bos/sup3/
Ph: (619) 525-4641
Representative to Mira Mesa: Nadia Moshirian
Website: www.governor.ca.gov.
County Supervisor District 4: Ron Roberts
Congressman, 50th District: Brian Bilbray
S.D. County Administration Center: 1600 Pacific Highway
San Diego County Office: 462 Stevens Ave. Suite 107
Room 335, San Diego, CA. 92101
Solana Beach, CA 92075
Ph: (619)531-5544
Ph: (858) 350-1150 Fax (858) 350-0750
E-mail: ron-roberts@sdcounty.ca.gov
E-mail via website: http://www.house.gov/bilbray
Web site: http://www.sdcounty.ca.gov/cnty/bos/sup4/
Field Representative: Andrew Lund
Field Representative: Lauren Prescott
San Diego Unified School District Board,
District A: John Lee Evans
Ph: (619) 725-5550, Fax (619) 297-5624
E-mail: johnleeevans@sandi.net
District Website: http://www.sdcs.k12.ca.us/
Website: http://www.sandi.net/board/evans.pdf

“Ask for MMTC Discount”

Will Open Again on February 1, 2011

Mira Mesa Farmer’s Market

N e w s l e t t e r

Past MMTC Board Member
Past LMD Chair
Past Community Pride Chair
President—MM/SR RSVP “Foundation”
“Chief Graffiti Buster Since 1993”

C o u n c i l

1997 Volunteer of the Year

T o w n

One Issue - $25.00, Three Issues - $50.00, Full Year - $150.00
(11 issues—Buy 6, Get 5 Free)(Buy Two, Get One Free)
For additional information, or to place an ad, contact:
Bari Vaz—BariVaz@sbcglobal.net

M e s a

New Ad Rates—Business Card Size

Please Patronize Our Mira Mesa Town Council Advertisers—Their Support Makes This Newsletter Possible

M i r a
Page 6

3

MLK Day
17
Mira Mesa Cluster
Schools Council – 6 pm,
Mira Mesa H.S. Media
Room

24

31

23

30

4

25
Banned Book Club – 6:45
pm, Mira Mesa Library;
“One Book, One San
Diego”, the public is invited

Golden Friends – 10 am,
Mira Mesa Senior Center

Community Planning
Group – 7 pm, Vulcan
Materials Office, 7220
Trade St, Suite 205

Mira Mesa Chamber of
Commerce – 5:30 pm
Social, 6 pm Meeting,
location varies

Golden Friends – 10 am,
Mira Mesa Senior Center

18

Black Mountain Masonic
Lodge #845 F.& A,M, –
7:30 pm, Mission Valley
Scottish Rites Center

Recreation Council – 7
pm, Lopez Ridge Rec
Center

Friends of the Library – 7
pm, Mira Mesa Library

Epicentre Oversight
Committee – call for
information

Mira Mesa Women’s Club
– 7 pm, Mira Mesa Senior
Center

Golden Friends – 10 am,
Mira Mesa Senior Center

11

Mira Mesa Maintenance
Assessment District – 7
pm, Mira Mesa Senior
Center

Golden Friends – 10 am,
Mira Mesa Senior Center

5

6

20

13

27

Los Penasquitos Canyon
Preserve Citizens
Advisory Cmte –7 pm,
Penasquitos Adobe Ranch
House

Black Mountain
Democratic Club – 7 pm,
Mesa Village Rec Hall 1

Community Pride – 6:30
pm, 8605 Pagoda Way

Mira Mesa Theatre Guild –
6 pm, location varies

Sr Center Board of
Governors – 2 pm, Mira
Mesa Senior Center

King’s Day

Thu

Christa McAuliffe Day

Fri

28

21

14

7

8

1

Tu B’Shevat

29

22

15

Fil-Am Sr. Citizens Assn –
10 am, Mira Mesa Senior
Center

Happy New Year

Sat

N e w s l e t t e r

Exchange Club of San
Diego – 6:30 pm, Mandarin
Garden Rest.

Kiwanis, Scripps-Mira
Branch – 7:15 am, Mimi’s
Restaurant

26

Kiwanis, Scripps-Mira
Branch –
7:15 am, Mimi’s Restaurant

19

Exchange Club of San
Diego – 6:30 pm, Mandarin
Garden Restaurant

Kiwanis, Scripps-Mira
Branch – 6:30 am, Mimi’s
Restaurant

12

Kiwanis, Scripps-Mira
Branch – 7:15 am, Mimi’s
Restaurant

Wed

C o u n c i l

16

Mira Mesa Town Council
Board of Directors – 6:45
pm, Mira Mesa Senior
Center

10

Mira Mesa Town Council –
7 pm, Mira Mesa Senior
Center

Tue

T o w n

9

2

Mon

M e s a

FAASDNC Meeting – 12
pm, Mira Mesa Recreation
Center

Sun

January 2011
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Highlights of the December 6, 2010 MMTC Meeting
CALL TO ORDER

Pledge of Allegiance

Welcome and introduction of Board Members; Absent: Marlon Austria

Approval of Minutes from November meeting
COMMUNITY GROUP REPORTS
Maintenance Assessment District

Tom Derr presented the 2012 MMMAD budget for approval. Motion by Brad Buffet, second by Jim Hearn; approved.
POLICE AND FIRE REPORTS
SD Fire Department - No one in attendance
SD Police Department - Officer Susan Steffen

Brief report from Northeastern Division
ELECTED REPRESENTATIVE REPORTS
City Councilman Carl DeMaio (John Ly)

Brief presentation on current city issues
County Supervisor Pam Slater-Price (Nadia Moshirian)

Brief presentation on current county issues
County Supervisor Ron Roberts (Lauren Prescott)

Brief presentation on current county issues
State Assemblyman Nathan Fletcher (Sterling McHale)

Brief presentation on district issues
Congressman Duncan Hunter (Ellen Malin)

Brief presentation on congressional issues
ELECTION OF 2010 MIRA MESA VOLUNTEER OF THE YEAR
Jon Labaw, Parliamentarian, presented the list of nominees to the membership; biographies were printed in the MMTC Newsletter.
Nominees: Tom Derr, Kathy Madsen, John Sunde, Lily Supnet
By vote of the membership, John Sunde is the 2010 Mira Mesa Volunteer of the Year.
MAIN PROGRAM
City of San Diego Redistricting - Bari Vaz

City had created a website for redistricting - www.sandiego.gov/redistricting
Mira Mesa Chamber of Commerce - Marvin Miles, Chairman

Marv invited everyone to join the Mira Mesa Chamber

―Shop Mira Mesa‖ discount cards were handed out to MMTC members
Mira Mesa/Rancho Penasquitos Relay for Life - Gail Hernandez

Gave a presentation on the relay/fundraiser to fight cancer

Donations and volunteers needed - call 858-382-4245 or e-mail giggles030553@yahoo.com
Search for Talent - Branha Derr

Seeking a location for this event that will accommodate 100 people
Meeting adjourned 7:45 p.m. for a membership social.
Next meeting Monday, January 3, 2011, 7 PM, at the Mira Mesa Senior Center.
Board meetings are held on the second Monday of each month at the Senior Center at 6:45 PM.
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Why Join the Mira Mesa Town Council?
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By Ted Brengel and Bari Vaz

If you are receiving this newsletter in the mail, it means that you are a member of the Mira Mesa Town Council. We would like to
thank you for your support and for allowing us the privilege of representing you in matters pertaining to the community of Mira
Mesa. But while you see value in your membership, others may not understand why it is important to be a paid member of
MMTC. After all, they can attend the meetings without being a member. What is the value of paying for membership?
American Express has a great advertising slogan - ‖Membership Has Its Privileges‖. So what are the ―privileges of joining the
Mira Mesa Town Council?
MMTC Members receive a monthly newsletter, informing them of the upcoming meetings and agenda. Additionally, the newsletter contains the minutes of the last meeting, articles about community issues and events, and a community calendar giving the
meeting dates of various non-profit groups, community organizations, and special events. Some of this information can be gained
from our website, but many members tell us it is a benefit to have a printed copy handy.
The financial support of our membership is what keeps the organization in operation. Even an organization that does not maintain
a ―brick and mortar‖ location has costs associated with their operation. Your support allows MMTC to exist and to represent the
concerns of our members and community. A strong Town Council can more easily make the concerns of our community heard in
matters brought before city or county authorities, and can represent Mira Mesa in meetings with city and county elected officials.
Additionally, a strong Town Council is better able to be a forum for you to express your concerns and opinions directly to your
elected officials, by having them in attendance at our monthly meetings.
For this year, our Membership Committee has introduced the first ―MMTC Membership Card.‖ This card allows members to vote
in any MMTC election or when the vote of members only is required for an issue. Additionally, we are introducing another benefit of membership: beginning in 2011, local businesses will offer discounts to card-carrying MMTC members. A list of participating businesses will be posted at our website and updated as new businesses join our effort.
Also new for 2011 is the introduction of the MMTC Member Liaison, who will assist you with problems involving the city,
county, state, or any department of those entities. Have you called repeatedly to report a water leak but gotten no response? If you
are a member of the Mira Mesa Town Council, your MMTC Liaison can take a report from you and contact the necessary persons
or department in an attempt to resolve your problem. The services of our new MMTC Liaison are reserved ONLY for MMTC
members.
For our January and February meetings, we invite you to attend and bring a guest. Do you have a friend, neighbor, or co-worker
who would be interested in joining the Mira Mesa Town Council? Bring them along - we’d love to meet them! Over the next few
months we will be introducing all of the new ―benefits of membership‖ as well as presenting numerous opportunities for you and
them to get involved with the community.
Again, thank you to our current Mira Mesa Town Council members. We are truly privileged to have your support and participation, and look forward to an exciting and active 2011.

Happy New Year!
新年快樂
Manigong Bagong Taon
Chúc Mừng Năm Mới
¡Feliz Año Nuevo!
Bonne Année
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BUSINESS MEMBERS

Jason Long/Christina Renken
Bangin’ Burgers
7070 Miramar Rd.
San Diego, CA 92121
858-578-8000
Jason@bangin-burgers.com
Jeff Mudd
Best-Rate Repair Co., Inc.
4694 Alvarado Canyon Rd, #K
San Diego, CA 92120
619-229-0116
jeff@best-rate-repair.com
www.best-rate-repair.com
Bart Conn
Biophysics Chiropractic
5820 Oberlin Dr # 204
San Diego, CA 92121
858-678-8900
Jerry Ollinger
Black Mountain Democratic
Club
PO Box 261988
San Diego, CA 92126-0000
858-245-8979
Howard McGill
Black Mountain Masonic Lodge
#845 F&AM
Scottish Rite Center
1895 Camino del Rio South
San Diego, CA 92108
858-271-6573
Chris Yu
Brazilian Jiu Jitsu Unlimited
7060 Miramar Rd. Suite 210
San Diego, CA 92121
858-245-2107
bjjunlimited@gmail.com
Ilana Rosenfield/Damon Morris
California Solar Innovations
6440 Lusk Blvd #101
San Diego, CA 92121
858-535-5356
liana@csigreenliving.com
www.csigreenliving.com
Paul Basta
Chase Bank
8222 Mira Mesa Blvd
San Diego, CA 92126
858-566-1242
Paul.Basta@chase.com
Brent Baillio
Chick-Fil-A
10750 Camino Ruiz
San Diego, CA 92126
858-566-7800
02656@chick-fil-a.com
www.chick-fil-a.com
Lark Mayeski
Christ the Cornerstone Lutheran
Church and Academy
9028 Westmore Rd. San Diego, CA
92126
858-566-1741
www.ctc-academy.org
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Fe’ Haynes
Creative Memories Scrapbooks &
Digitals
9023 Mesa Woods Ave.
San Diego, CA 92126
858-271-0766
cmfe@san.rr.com

Mark James
Magical Moments
Professional DJ Services
7435 Andasol St
San Diego, CA 92126
858-353-1287
Djmarkjames@aol.com

Karren Strows
Partylite Gifts
10833 New Salem Way
San Diego, CA 92126-0000
619-708-2674
http://www.partylite.biz/sites/
karrenscandles

Norma Torres/Jen Martin
COSTCO
12155 Tech Center Dr.
Poway, CA 91942
858-848-2451
w775mbr@costco.com

Brett Feuerstein
Mira Mesa Shopping Center
8294 Mira Mesa Blvd
San Diego, CA 92126
858-271-4682
brett@mesacenters.com

Phil Lisotta
Qualcomm, Inc.
5775 Morehouse Dr.
San Diego, CA. 92121
858-845-6240
plisotta@qualcomm.com

Maria Elena Davo
Davo Family Child Care
8924 Cord Ln.
San Diego, CA. 92126
858-695-1930
manenadavo@aol.com
Vanessa Huff
eLiveLife
4640 College Ave.
San Diego, CA. 92115
619-450-3114
info@elivelife.com
Brahna Derr
Exchange Club of San Diego
PO Box 262266
San Diego, CA. 92196
619-258-8674
brahna@tomsmm.com
www.xcsd.org
Lois M Knowlton and
Kathryn Holt
The Friends of Adult Day Health
Care Centers
4506 Nebo Dr.
La Mesa, CA 91941
619-466-3094 (H)
858-748-5044 (W)
loisknow@aol.com
Pat Watkins
Friends of Los Penasquitos Canyon Preserve
pwatkins2008@gmail.com
Caroline Grondin
Grondin Construction
9235 Trade Place
San Diego, CA. 92126
858-549-1682
grondinconstruction@msn.com
Liz Oh
groSolar, Inc.
415-307-0288
liz@solarmarketinggroup.com
Bruce Ackerman
Horizon Hospice
13053 Poway Road #A
Poway, CA 92064
858-748-3030
Marcelle Rhinesmith
Kiwanis Club of Scripps Mesa
9974 Scripps Ranch Blvd #28
San Diego, CA 92131
858-752-2338
mmfish@sbcglobal.net

Dr. Robert Simmons
Miramar Chiropractic and
Health Center
9484 Black Mtn. Rd. #1
San Diego, CA 92126
858-566-2446
Terri Clark
Mira Mesa Christian School
9696 Candida St
San Diego, CA 92126
858-578-0262
MMCSAdmin@sbcglobal.net
Marvin Miles
Mira Mesa Chamber of
Commerce
9450 Mira Mesa Blvd,
Suite B, #118
San Diego, CA 92126
858-429-5759
info@MiraMesaChamber.com
Norma Garrison
Mira Mesa Girl Scouts
8471 Borealis
San Diego, CA. 92126
858-693-0590
Esther Alameddin
Joyce Gonzales
Mira Mesa High School
Foundation
PMB 264
10606-8 Camino Ruiz
San Diego, CA. 92126
858-735-3923
ealameddin@gmail.com
Brad Roth
Mira Mesa Presbyterian Church
8081 Mira Mesa Blvd.
San Diego, CA 92126
858-271-0194
www.mmpcusa.com
Alexander Nguyen
Mira Mesa Theatre Guild
P. O. Box 261482
San Diego, CA 92196-1482
alex909@gmail.com
Kristyn Drechsler
Navy Federal Credit Union
8260-A Mira Mesa Blvd.
San Diego, CA 92126
858-537-3838
Kristyn_Drechsler@navyfederal.org

Brooke Chambless
RC Realty of San Diego
8250-B Mira Mesa Blvd.
San Diego, CA 92126
858-722-9322
BrookeSDCA@aol.com
Sandy Smith
RC Realty
8250-B Mira Mesa Blvd.
San Diego, CA 92126
858-361-5229
miramesarealty@gmail.com
www.sandysmith.net
San Diego County Family
Child Care
9972 Avenida Magnifica
San Diego, CA 92131
858-695-2252
deeds2000@aol.com
George Folwarski
San Diego Executive Lions Club
10841 Parkdale Av
San Diego, CA 92126
858-578-4611
gfolwarski@san.rr.com
Tom Derr
San Diego Herpetological Society
PO Box 503835
San Diego, CA. 92150
619-933-1213
tom@tomsmm.com
www.sdherpsociety.org
Sean Kaye
SK Digital, Inc.
7686 Miramar Road
San Diego, CA. 92126-4202
858-408-0732
Mario Aguirre
Sylvan Learning Center of
Mira Mesa
9430 Mira Mesa Blvd, Ste 5B
San Diego, CA. 92126
858-566-4116
sylvanmiramesa
@knowledgeboost.org
Tom Derr
Tom's Master Mechanics
5820 Autoport Mall
San Diego, CA 92121-2514
858-450-9494
www.tomsmm.com
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Collin Purple
United Studios of Self Defense
9870 Hibert St., Suite D7
San Diego, CA 92131
858-271-8677
ussdscripps@gmail.com

Michael Linton
Vulcan Materials
3200 San Fernando Rd
Los Angeles, CA. 90065
323-474-3202
LintonM@VMCMAIL.com

Gavin Horton
The UPS Store
9450-C Mira Mesa Blvd
San Diego, CA. 92126
858-689-9151
store1433@theupsstore.com

Michael Linton
Vulcan Materials
3200 San Fernando Rd
Los Angeles, CA. 90065
323-474-3202
LintonM@VMCMAIL.com

San Diego’s “Roadmap To Recovery”
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Nicholas Castro
US Bank - Albertsons Office
10740 Westview Parkway
San Diego, CA 92126
858-530-8500
Shawn Bay
Wyndham Vacation Resorts
911 5th Ave.
San Diego, CA 92101
619-564-3538

Andrew Samida
YogurtLand Mira Mesa
8220-F Mira Mesa Blvd
San Diego, CA 92126
858-566-6100
ylmiramesa@gmail.com
Brandon Stapper
858 Graphics
9705 Carroll Centre Rd
Suite 101
San Diego, CA 92126
858-568-5133
Brandon@858graphics.com

By Bari Vaz, excerpted from www.carldemaio.com

City Councilmember Carl DeMaio has unveiled a comprehensive five-year financial recovery plan, with which he proposes to balance the city’s budget, restructure long-term city finances, and eliminate the city’s structural budget deficit. This plan, titled the
―Roadmap to Recovery,‖ borrows some elements of the bankruptcy process – with the imposition of a five year mandatory spending
caps, reorganizing city operations, and restructuring several significant liabilities facing the city. The centerpiece of Councilmember DeMaio’s plan is pension reform – including a freeze on ―pensionable pay,‖ creation of several more affordable pension options,
and requiring city employees to share in increased costs and investment risks in the pension system.
To achieve immediate budget savings and reduce long-term pension debt, the plan proposes reducing city base salaries plus pensionable special pays by 5 to 8.5% (depending on bargaining units), then freezing the base salaries and pensionable special pay for the
full five years of the recovery plan. According to the plan, this change will reduce the city’s annual pension payment by 20% over
current projections by FY 16, for an annual savings of up to $53 million.
Councilmember DeMaio’s plan also proposes new, affordable pension tiers, including a defined contribution plan. As an incentive
for city employees to voluntarily ―opt-out‖ of the current, unsustainable pension benefit levels, city employees will be required to
pay a larger share of the cost of pension benefits and share in the risk of investment losses.
The ―Roadmap to Recovery‖ includes an examination of over 1000 budgeted city positions (excluding police and fire), reorganization of support functions. and competitive bidding on 11 city services – ranging from landscaping, auto maintenance, information
technology and trash collection.
A full copy of the 90-plus page plan is located on www.CleanUpCityHall.com.
At the next Mira Mesa Town Council meeting on Monday, January 3, Councilmember DeMaio will make a presentation of his
―Roadmap to Recovery‖ and answer questions from the residents of Mira Mesa.

Have You Picked Up Your Mira Mesa Town Council Membership Card?

Mira Mesa Town Council
PMB 230
10606-8 Camino Ruiz
San Diego, CA 92126

The MMTC would like to thank the Mira Mesa Shopping Center, LLC for their continuing
support in providing postage for the MMTC newsletter.

