
 

 

   

 

 

 

 

       A New Year! A New plan for mira mesa!  

On Friday, December 15, 2015 Mayor Kevin L. Faulconer, 
City of San Diego representatives, members of the communi-
ty and I broke ground on Phase I of the Mira Mesa Park Ex-
pansion project.  
 

Upon its completion, the three-phase project will transform 
the nearly 40-year old park into a modern state-of-the-art 
facility for residents and visitors to enjoy. Phase 1 of the Mira 
Mesa Park Expansion will be built on the former Carroll Ele-
mentary School site, located across from the existing park at 
8575 New Salem Street, and will include four multi-purpose 
(baseball/soccer) fields, a childrenôs playground area, a 2 
concessions/restroom/storage building, a walking trail loop 
and general use picnicking areas.  
 

Construction will take place between New Salem and West-
more Streets and will include additional parking  Construction 
will take place between  New Salem and Westmore Streets 

 
 

Phase I of the park expansion will also include: 
Å All new multipurpose field facilities including backstops 
dugouts, fencing, bleachers, irrigation and landscaping; 
Å A concessions building with restrooms and a storage area. 
Å Recreational features north of New Salem Street including 
decomposed granite paths, picnic tables, shade canopies, 
benches, trash and recycle bins, and bicycle racks; 
Å Utility and water quality improvements on Westmore Road; 
and 
Å An off-street parking lot and addition of trash bin, lighting, 
landscaping and irrigation on Westmore Road; 
 

Phase II of the project will improve the existing park with the 
construction of an aquatics center and swimming pools, a 
skate park and playground renovation. Phase III will provide 
the construction of a new recreation center with a gymnasium.  
 

Construction on Phase I of the project is anticipated to be 
complete by Winter 2017. 

Thoughts for 

the Month :  
 

A New Yearôs Resolution is 
something that goes in one 
year and out the other. 
            -      Author Unknown  
 
Write it on your heart that 
every day is the best day in 
the year.ò 
        ï Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 
Tomorrow is the first blank 
page of a 365 page book. 
Write a good one.               
                        - Brad Paisley 
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Mira Mesa Town Council  Mtg. 

Monday, Jan. 4, 2016 

7:00-9:00 p.m. 

Mira Mesa Library 

Refreshments @ 6:30 p.m. 

Longtime resident and active 

Mira Mesa community volunteer 

Jim Hearn was selected as the 

2015 Mira Mesa Volunteer of 

the Year by a vote of Mira Mesa 

Town Council members at the 

December 7, 2015 MMTC meet-

ing.  Jim Hearn moved to Mira 

Mesa in 1978 while still on active 

duty near the end of his 30-year 

career  in the Navy. While rais-

ing  his grandson, he participated  

 

in Boy Scouts for 12 years and was 

a unit commissioner and merit 

badge counselor. He was also an 

umpire for Mira Mesa Little League 

and for 10 years a referee and ref-

eree coordinator for the American 

Youth Soccer Organization 

(AYSO). Jim has been very  active in 

the Mira Mesa Scripps Ranch Re-

tired Senior Volunteer Patrol 

(RSVP) for 21 years, since its sec-

ond year of existence, and only  

missed the first year because he was 

not yet retired. Over the past three 

years he has put in over 1000 hours/

year with RSVP, and says that he  

 

 

               

 

 

 

 

             (See VOY Winner on page 2) 

  MMTC Selects Jim Hearn as 2015 Mira Mesa Volunteer of the Year 
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 Happy Holidays to everyone! It 

is a joyous season that once 

again reminds all of us how for-

tunate we truly are. Along with 

all our other blessings, we are 

getting a little much needed rain. 

While it wonõt be enough to 

impact the drought (so they tell 

us), at least it will help green up 

the lawns and hillsides and help 

bring on some flowers in the 

spring. 
As part of the Mira Mesa Town 

Council meeting on December 

7, we had an excellent talk on 

preparation for El Niño. The talk 

reminded me of a few things I 

need to do around my home 

and I think others had the same 

reaction. Hopefully the rain we 

get will come in small showers 

rather than in huge storms, but 

in any case everyone can experi-

ence flooding if the water in the 

street rises sufficiently. Itõs a 

good time to stop and think 

about what you might do if that 

happens in your neighborhood. 
Another thing that rain will bring 

is traffic problems. Let me di-

gress a little and tell you about  

 

driving in Alaska. I had to go 

with a group of fellow employ-

ees to Anchorage on business 

during the winter a few years 

ago. We figured that all we had 

to do was follow the natives (so 

to speak) because they were the 

experts at driving in the winter 

and handling the ice and snow. 
As strange as it may seem, that 

simply isnõt true. Just as we here 

in Southern California drive on 

wet roads just the way we do on 

dry ones, the Alaskans give little 

heed to ice and snow. I was 

there for two weeks and saw a 

dozen accidents. The point is 

that no matter how much expe-

rience we may have at driving 

under adverse conditions, extra 

care is required when road con-
ditions deteriorate. Please help 

First, donõt drink and drive. 

Second, when conditions dete-

riorate, slow down and in-

crease your vigilance. Crazy  
things happen when the 

weather gets bad no matter 

how careful you are. Fourth, 
follow traffic rules. They are 

there, after all, to protect us. 

And finally, THINK. Be consid-

erate of other drivers whether 

or not they do the same. And 

remember rule One: avoid a 

collision. 
One last note, and regrettably 

a sad one. There was a hit-and

-run accident on Westonhill 

Drive on November 29. The 

car involved was a light blue or 

teal green Honda Accord. The 

Police are looking for the driv-

er, a female of unknown race 

in her sixties. A $1,000 reward 

is being offered by Crime 

Stoppers. Please see the 

MMTC Website for More 

information. 

Please Have a Safe & 

Happy Holiday Season! 

  
   

enjoys it very much. He also serves as an ambassador for RSVP at Balboa Park and volunteers with the 

Diamond Gateway RSVP in addition to the Mira Mesa Scripps Ranch RSVP. His colleagues at RSVP say 

that he is always stepping up to the plate and volunteering, wherever and whenever needed. He was 

involved in helping set up the perimeter around Lake Hodges for 

the Chelsea King search and he assisted fire victims during the 2003 

Cedar fire and the 2007 Witch Creek fire. In addition to his work 

with RSVP, he volunteers at the San Diego Police Historical Museum. 

 
Jim Hearn will be honored at the MMTCõs annual Volunteer of the 

Year Dinner in spring 2016, exact date to be determined. The MMTC 

Volunteer of the Year Dinner has been a tradition since 1984. The 

honoree need not be a Mira Me- sa Town Council member, but 

should be someone who has made a significant contribution to 

Mira Mesa through volunteer work, not just during the past year but over the years s/he has been in-

volved with the community. In addition to recognizing special volunteers, the Dinner is also a fundraiser 

for the MMTCõs Verne Goodwin Scholarship fund, which awards college scholarships to graduating high 

school seniors from Mira Mesa based on community service. For a list of past Volunteers of the Year 

see http://www.miramesatowncouncil.org/mmtc_volunteer_of_the_year.htm 

 
A MMTC committee is now forming to plan the upcoming Volunteer of the Year Dinner honoring Jim 

Hearn. Anyone whoõd like to help or find out more details about the Dinner, which will likely take place 

in mid-April, can contact VOY Dinner committee chair Pam Stevens, pstevens@san.rr.com. 

MMTC Selects Jim Hearn as 2015 Mira Mesa Volunteer of the Year (cont.) 

http://www.miramesatowncouncil.org/mmtc_volunteer_of_the_year.htm
mailto:pstevens@san.rr.com


 

 

GENERAL  COUNTY  SERVICES INFORMATION   
2-1-1 San Diego  ...................................................  2-1-1  
  
EMERGENCY  SERVICES  
Police/Fire/EMS ..................................................  9-1-1 
Poison Control . .....................................  800-222-1222 
 CRIMINAL  ACTIVITY   
Police Comm. Relations Office  .........  858-538-8120 
Suspected Arson  ...........  800-472-7766 (47ARSON)  
Gangs  ....................................................... 619-531-2847  
Graffiti  ....................................................  619-525-8522  
Non-emergency crime  .........................  858-484-3154 

  
UTILITIES   
Fire hydrant open  .................................  619-515-3525 
Gas leak  ..................................................  800-411-7343 
Power/phone line downed  .................  619-811-8081 
Tree limbs in power lines  ....................  800-411-7343  
 
NUISANCES  
Animal, dangerous  ................................  619-236-2341 
Animal, dead  ..........................................  858-492-5060 

 .............................. 5pm-7am or weekends & holidays:  
                                                   619-573-1276  
Animal manure (dog)  ...........................  619-338-2283 
Animal, rodents/rats  ...........................  858-694-2888 
Building abandoned or dangerous  ....  619-236-5500 
Car abandoned or inoperative  ...........  858-495-7856 
Noise (loud)  ...........................................  619-236-5564 
Code Compliance  .................................  619-236-5500 
Trash: uncollected, overflowing dumpster, trash-  
strewn lot, or recyclables  .....................  858-492-5055 
 
STREETS & E NVIRONMENT   

Bus shelter damaged  ............................  619-231-1466 
Manhole cover missing or damaged  .  619-515-3525 
Street, flooded/pothole .......................  619-527-7500 
Street, sink hole or collapse  ................  619-515-3525 
Street, traffic light non-functioning  ..  619-525-8650 
Swimming Pools  ...................................  858-689-6296 
Weeds overgrown, fallen trees, or clogged storm drain 

 .........................................................  619-527-7500 

 

Page 3 

  

The passage of proposition 13 in 1978 both reduced public income 

and made it much more difficult to fund capital improvement pro-

jects through bonds. Consequently, the City of San Diego and most 

other cities looked for other ways to fund needed public facilities. 

The mechanism that was developed was the Facilities Benefit As-

sessment (FBA). It works like this: 1) a list is made of all of the pub-

lic facilities in a community plan. These facilities include parks, librar-

ies, fire stations and roads not immediately adjacent to a develop-

ment. 2) An estimate is made of the cost of these facilities. 3) an 

estimate is made from the community plan of the total amount of 

development and a schedule for when it is expected to occur. 4) An 

assessment rate is calculated that will pay for the facilities as pro-

jects are developed. Developers pay the assessment when they pull 

their building permits, and public facilities are built according to a 

prioritized schedule. This becomes the Public Facilities and Financing 

Plan (PFFP). The FBA/PFFP is adjusted for inflation and updated 

periodically to revise estimated costs. The entire plan can be found 

online at the Cityõs website. 
 

The design of the Community Park expansion was initiated with a 

series of community workshops in  2004, and a design for the pro-

ject was completed that year. The reason for the long delay in start-

ing the project was a slowdown in development. About that time, all 

of the housing projects in the community were completed except 

for the large Casa Mira View project north of Best Buy and a couple 

of small developments on Lopez Ridge. When those projects finally 

started, they provided the money through FBA fees to start the 

park project. We appreciate Councilmember Cateõs acknowledge-

ment of the work of the Recreation Council on this project over 

the past two decades. The Recreation Council works on park de-

sign, in collaboration with City staff and consultants, often with 

additional community workshops. The Mira Mesa Community Plan-

ning Group also plays an important role by developing the commu-

nity plan and working with the City to review and update the FBA 

each year. See the MMTC website for information on how to partic-

ipate in these important community organizations.  
                                          (Article by Jeff Stevens, MMTC Board Member) 
 

On a rainy Friday, December 11, 2015, Mayor Kevin Faulconer and 

City Councilmember Chris Cate participated in a groundbreaking cere-

mony for the long-awaited expansion of Mira Mesa Community Park. 

òThis first phase kicks off a project that will bring a brand-new swim-

ming pool, skate park, ballfields and more for Mira Mesa children and 

families,ó Mayor Faulconer said. òThis is yet another example of how 

weõre bringing improvements to every part of San Diego so our whole 

city moves forward together.ó 

òI am hon- ored to be at the 

groundbreak- ing for the Mira 

Mesa Com- munity Park as it is 

the culmina- tion of two decades 

of hard work and dedication from 

the Mira Mesa Recreation 

Council,ó Councilmember 

Cate said. òWhen we invest in 

our parks, we reinvigorate our 

communities.ó Note that both elected officials referred to investing in 

the communities in a way that implied that the City was providing the 

money for it. In fact, the park is 100% funded by developer fees, and 

while we certainly appreciate 

their enthusi- asm for the project, 

the Cityõs only recent action 

on the pro- ject has been to hire 

the firm that will construct the 

project. So the Mayorõs tagline 

on his press release which said 

òPark Project Begins as Part of 

Faulconerõs ôOne San Diegoõ 

Commitment to Bring Improvements to Every Community,ó is some-

what misleading. Letõs take a closer look at how parks are actually 

planned and funded. 

 

 

a closer look at the mira mesa community park  

planning and funding  

On behalf of the Mira Mesa Town 
Council, we would like to extend a 
heartfelt Congratulations to The Mi-
ra Mesa High School "Sapphire 
Sound" Marching Band and Color 

Guard for being selected to repre-
sent Southern California for the 
127th Tournament of Roses Parade 
on January 1, 2016!   
 

congratulations  mira mesa high school  

"sapphire sound" marching band and color guard  

  


