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Mira Mesa’s Longtime Watering Hole Shuts Doors
By Pam Stevens The community of Mira Mesa was reeling last month from the news Callahan’s Pub and Brewery, a
Contributor, the mosaic

beloved gathering place for Mira Mesans over the years, would close its doors for good at the end of

February.
For many (myself included), the experience felt like the sudden death of a loved one. Word spread rapidly on social
media Callahan’s was closing, with The Broken Yolk, a breakfast and lunch restaurant with other locations in Pacific
Beach and Carmel Mountain Ranch, planning to open in its place in May. As a community Mira Mesa found itself going
through the classic five stages of grief described by Elizabeth
Kubler-Ross:
Denial: “No!!! Not Callahan’s!” When
Callahan’s Pub and Brewery first opened
in October 1989, located in the center of
the Mira Mesa Mall at Camino Ruiz and
Mira Mesa Boulevard, it was San Diego’s
Callahan’s, Page 9.
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President’s Message

By Ted Brengel

They haven’t called it distracted

President, Mira Mesa Town Council

driving… yet. But what do you

want to bet that today’s fatal accident at Mira Mesa
Boulevard and Marbury Avenue was due to just that. This is

Don’t Forget!
Mira Mesa High School Musical:

Mar 3-11 The Little Mermaid. See page 10
for details.

Mar 6

Mira Mesa Town Council, March
Meeting, Branch Library, 7pm.

Mar 20

Mira Mesa Community Planning
Group, Biennial elections.
Branchy Library, 7pm.

the time, just after a terrible accident when we all hope and
pray that the victim(s) are not someone we know. Regardless, this is one
more very sad note in a chilling tune that is written and rewritten every day

In This Issue

in Mira Mesa. How many of us drive as if we were piloting a 3,000-pound
(or more) lethal weapon?
president's message, pg 8.
The Mira Mesa Town Council is a 501(c)(4) non-profit organized to foster the public welfare of the community. Meetings are held on the first Monday of every month at the Mira Mesa Library at 7pm. See pg. 14 for newsletter advertising rates and contact info.
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around the campus
Mira Mesa Women’s Club seeking
student nominations for teacher award

Understanding Public
School Funding
By John Lee Evans, Ph.D.
San Diego Unified Trustee

As taxpayers we
provide support
for our public
schools, but the
methods
by
which funding is
determined are often difficult
to understand. Here are some
answers to frequently asked
questions.
Where do we get funding
for our schools? Most of
funding comes from the state,
which is subject to the
variability of sales and income
taxes each year. Less than 10
percent of our funding comes
from the federal government.
By the way, less than 2 percent
of the funding comes from the
lottery.
How well does California
fund public education? For
several years we ranked near
the very bottom for per pupil
funding compared to other
states. Even with the approval
of temporary taxes, we are still
in the bottom fifth of states.
Proposition 98 was approved
by voters to guarantee that
40% of the state budget goes
to public schools. This was
school funding, Page 10.

The Mira Mesa Women's Club is
seeking to recognize outstanding
teachers at Mira Mesa High School. A
survey was developed and sent to
student with the assistance of the
school. "The survey seeks feedback
from the students about teachers who
have impacted their lives and the lives
of others the most," said Charlene
Ellsworth.
Students are also asked about which
teachers seem to bring out the best in
students and make learning fun.
Enthusiasm and the ability to meet the
challenges of the classroom with ease
were also listed as characteristics.
The club had been considering this
effort for a couple years, according to
Ellsworth, and decided to reach of to

Principal Jeff Sabins this year for help
designing the survey.
A committee has been formed that
will confirm the top 5 nominees, and the
"Mira Mesa Women's Club Teacher of
the Year" will be announced in the first
part of May. THe club is planning an
award presentation and a small reception
to honor the winners.

The ladies of the Mira Mesa Women’s Club

teacher profile
By Cheryl Arcelao Mrs. Jennifer Kvalvik is one of the most involved and
caring teachers on campus and has been teaching at Mira
Journalist
Mesa High School for 17 years. She teaches Foods and
Nutrition and Hospitality and Tourism. She is also the advisor of event planning
club and FIDM club as well as being on the Mira Mesa town council. Aside from
being very involved with our school and
community, she is a great teacher to get advice from
with anything you may encounter during high
school.
Students have gone to her for many volunteering
opportunities that provide community service
hours. Mrs. K also gives out job applications to
students who are in need of a job. It is very easy to
get along with her and speak to her about anything
because she will help you as much as she can. If you
are clueless of what electives to take next year, try
taking one of her classes. Hospitality and Tourism is
a great class to take and very helpful if you’re trying
to learn more about life skills. Get involved with the
amazing teachers Mira Mesa High School has to
Jeniffer Kvalvik (pronounced
offer, you never know what type of classes you may ‘Kwalvik’)
take interest in.
the mosaic - page 2

news and features from the campuses of
mira mesa high school and miramar college

Heartland Fire & Rescue taps Miramar College alum for Chief
From We With Excellence
San Diego Community College District

San Diego Miramar College alumnus
Colin Stowell is the new chief of
Heartland Fire & Rescue, which
provides fire protection to El Cajon,
La Mesa, and Lemon Grove under a
joint powers agreement.
Stowell, who spent 28 years with
the San Diego Fire-Rescue
Department, where he rose to become
assistant fire chief, began his new job

November 7. Stowell replaces former
Heartland Fire Chief Rick Sitta, who
retired August 12.
Stowell earned his associate degree
in Fire Science from Miramar College
before securing a Bachelor of Arts in
Public Administration and a certificate
in Fire Protection Administration
from San Diego State University. He
graduated from Mira Mesa High
School in 1985.
Stowell, 49, worked for the San
Diego Fire-Rescue Department from
1988 to 2016 in a variety of roles,
From We With Excellence
San Diego Community College District

including fire
captain, fire
battalion chief,
deputy fire chief,
and assistant fire
chief of emergency
operations. His
latter post had him
overseeing the Emergency Operations
Division, which includes 48 fire
stations, 845 sworn personnel, the
training division, special operations,
lifeguards, and emergency medical
services.

Courtney Wade: From
the Marines to Miramar

Courtney Wade spent nearly five
years as an aviation electronics
technician in the U.S. Marine
Corps working on F/A-18 Super Hornet combat jets before leaving the armed
services and enrolling at San Diego Miramar College in 2014. A member of the
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer (LGBTQ) community who
joined the military during the “Don’t ask, don’t tell” era, Wade, 26, is now on
track to graduate in the spring, attend Cal State San Marcos next fall, earn a
bachelor’s degree in criminal justice, and launch a career in law enforcement.
We asked Wade a few questions about what makes Miramar College special.
Q. Why Miramar?
I chose Miramar because I really like the campus. I really like the layout and
landscaping. I feel so relaxed when I come on campus and it doesn’t have that
crammed feeling and you don’t have to see
cement everywhere.
Q. How well are military veterans served here?
The veterans programs are really nice. The Vet Center on campus is a great
place to get away and just catch your breath and relax in a quiet area for a bit.
Personally, it is really nice to be able to chat
with some fellow
veterans and
reminisce about
being in the
military. Miramar
has a large number
of veterans and
Courtney Wade, Page 10.
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first responders
San Diego PD publishes guidelines
on Prop 64 legalization of marijuana
Possession of 28.5 grams
of marijuana or 8 grams
of concentrated cannabis
is now legal.
SDPD, Escondido PD
seek help solving
robbery series
San Diego County Crime Stoppers
along with investigators from the
San Diego Police Department’s
Robbery Unit and Escondido’s
Crimes of Violence Unit are asking
for the public’s help in identifying
and locating two unknown
suspects wanted for a series of
commercial armed robberies
targeting convenience stores.
On February 6th and 9th there
were a total of four separate armed
robberies to convenience stores in
both San Diego (including the
Shell Gas Station at 9840 Miramar
Rd.) and Escondido. Investigators
believe these cases are related. The
suspects entered the businesses
armed with shotguns and or a
pistol and demanded money from
the clerk. The suspects placed the
money into backpacks they
brought with them. The suspects
were seen fleeing the businesses in
a black colored four door sedan.
Tips can be called into (888)
580-8477 and can remain
anonymous.

In the November election,
Californians voted to legalize recreation
use of marijuana. The legalization
comes with certain conditions, and also
poses some potential conflicts with
federal law.
The legal age of possession is the
same as the drinking age. Only persons
21 and over can possess limited
amounts of marijuana for personal use.
Possession of the marijuana plant is
limited to 28.5 grams (slightly more
than one ounce). Marijuana also comes
in the form of concentrated cannabis,
usually in the form on an oil or paste.
Possession of concentrated cannabis is
limited to eight grams. Possession of
more than these amounts is a
misdemeanor crime which may result in
arrest and imprisonment. Possession of
amounts lower than the legal limit (any
amount) by persons under 21 is an
‘infraction’ - similar to a speeding ticket.
Marijuana cannot be consumed in
public, any public place, or any location
where smoking tobacco is prohibited.
Smoking marijuana or marijuana
products is not allowed within 1,000
feet of a school, day care center, or
youth center while children are present
unless in a private residence and only if
such smoking is not detectable by
others on the grounds of such a school,
day care center, or youth center while
children are present.
Smoking or consuming marijuana is
not allowed while driving or while
riding in the passenger seat or

compartment of an operating a motor
vehicle, boat, vessel, aircraft, or other
vehicle used for transportation.
Only persons 21 and over may grow
marijuana, but are limited to six living
marijuana plants at a time inside of a
private residence or within an accessory
structure. The accessory structure must
be secured and fully enclosed (e.g. a
locked greenhouse or shed).
Marijuana sales are limited to
municipally licensed and permitted
outlets.
See here for more information on
Proposition 64, and here for Frequently
Asked Questions about Proposition 64
answered by the California Department
of Public Health.
Marijuana remains on “Schedule I” of
banned substances for purposes of
federal law.

The marijuana bud shown here weighs in at 1.8g.
The maximum allowed for recreational
possession and use is 28.5, or slightly more than
one ounce.
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news from the fine men and women
of the san diego police and fire departments

New online map shows very high
fire hazard zones in San Diego
From Ready San Diego
http://www.readysandiego.org

The San Diego Fire-Rescue
Department Cadet Program is a
youth oriented program focusing
on a vocational study of a
professional firefighting career
with the City of San Diego.
The program's mission is to
enable Cadets to better understand
a firefighting career through an
experience that balances both
classroom and hands-on learning.
Each Cadet will learn mental
and physical wellness, a sense of
self-responsibility,
personal
growth, leadership, teamwork and
fire prevention skills.

In San Diego County, wildfires are a
major hazard to our communities.
Ready San Diego has published an
online map showing where fire
hazard zones in San Diego are
greatest.
Fire Hazard Severity Zone maps
evaluate “hazard,” not “risk.” They
are like flood zone maps. “Hazard”
is based on the physical conditions
that create a likelihood that an area
will burn over a 30 to 50-year period,
without considering modifications
such as fuel reduction efforts, which
are temporary and cannot be
expected to persist over time. “Risk”
is the potential damage a fire can do
to the area under existing conditions,

including any modifications such as
defensible space, irrigation and
sprinklers, and ignition resistant
building construction.
It is important to understand that
being in a hazard zone does not
always mean high risk; mitigation
activities may have been completed
that reduce risk (for instance,
elevation of a home in a flood zone).
Not being within a regulatory hazard
zone does not guarantee safety
(unmapped or undiscovered faults
are an example). In addition, not all
areas of the state have been mapped
for all hazards, so the hazard level
may not be known in some cases. It
is advisable to be prepared for
emergencies regardless of your
location.

When you Call 9-1-1…
…Location, Location, Location: You
will be asked for the location of the emergency. Be prepared with as much detail as
possible.
…Be Prepared and Remain Calm: Prepare yourself to provide relevant information quickly. Listen carefully to the
question and provide the best answer.

the mosaic - page 5

politics and opinion
Chris Cate: City Council District 6
On February 1st, Mira Mesa Town Council
President, Ted Brengel, public safety
personnel, and I unveiled a Designated
Online Transaction Space (D.O.T.S.) at the
San Diego Police Department’s Northeastern
Division. Now, more than ever, online
platforms have become an epicenter for scam
artists and predators. D.O.T.S. provides a
convenient, public meeting place for carrying
out or completing an online sale. Marked
with City of San Diego signage in a well-lit
area, D.O.T.S. is in clear view of the San
Diego Police Department’s front door. There
is no appointment necessary. While such
zones are established in other parts of the
country, D.O.T.S. is the first-of-its-kind for
the San Diego region.
I am honored to champion D.O.T.S. You
cannot put a price tag on peace of mind. For
more information, visit the D.O.T.S.
Webpage.

Brian Maienschein: Assembly District 77
Editors Note: Brian Mainschein’s office was unable
to provide an update for this issue of the moasic. In
light of the the crisis in affordable housing and
homelessness, the mosaic offers the following
elaboration on one of Brian’s recently signed Bills,
AB 1403.
“Joint Powers Agreements” (JPA) are
entities usually formed by multiple
government jurisdictions. AB 1403 allows
for the creation of JPAs between local
governments and 501(c)(3) non-profits to
“provide services to homeless persons or for
the prevention of homelessness.”
An organization formed by a JPA is
considered a public agency. AB 1403
provides for the ability of such
‘public/private’ partnerships to include a
Housing Element to to include “an
identification and analysis of existing and
projected housing needs…”
AB 1403 appears to provide a framework
for communities to collaborate with the
Housing Commission on solutions for the
housing crisis.

Toni Atkins: Senate District 39
One of my top priorities this session is to
fight human trafficking and provide services
to young victims of this terrible crime.
To help arrest traffickers: SB 270 requires
all hotels and motels in the state to train their
employees how to recognize the signs of sex
trafficking and how to report these signs to
the police.
To help convict traffickers: SB 230 allows
prosecutors to introduce evidence of
defendants’ past sex-trafficking crimes during
trial. This is already allowed in trials
involving other types of sex crimes.
And to help child victims after they’ve
been rescued: SB 767 provides safe housing
and mental healthcare that’s specifically
tailored to the specific type of trauma
inflicted on children victimized by this crime.
These three bills will go a long way toward
addressing a serious crime that’s plaguing San
Diego and all of California.

Kristin Gaspar County 3rd Supervisory District
My first two months serving as your District
3 Supervisor have been busy. I’ve met with
County employees, other local elected
officials, and connected with amazing
community based organizations. Solutions
for Change is one of those organizations.
Their unique and transformational 1000day program equips families with skills,
knowledge, and resources needed to
permanently solve their homelessness.
My staff and I toured Solutions Farms,
one of the largest aquaponics farms in the
West. The farm serves as an opportunity for
teaching important work values and
preparing people for re-entry into the
workforce. They seek to “accomplish a
worthwhile social purpose while also being a
functioning business.” The farm manager is
a graduate of their 1000-day program. Her
story is inspiring and shows how this
program is changing lives and providing
hope.
the mosaic - page 6

news and opinion from
elected representatives and community leaders

“Affordable Housing” and the “Other Side of the Tracks”
By John Horst In his book Vital Friends, Gallup Researcher
Tom Rath writes about a study of
homelessness with two control groups. One was populated by
the formerly homeless. These were people who had regained
their footing and were successfully navigating a normal life
holding down a job and paying the bills. The second group was
populated by the chronically homeless; these folks were still on
the streets.
The same questions were asked of both, and one question
stood out; the difference between the two groups was dramatic:
Who expects you to be someone?
Almost without exception, the formerly homeless had an
immediate answer. It was a teacher, a friend from church,
or an extended family member. And equally without
exception, the chronically homeless were not able to answer the
question.
An emerging trend in affordable housing sees
multiple developers proposing a common project
for the affordable component of their
developments. In this approach, Developers A,
B, and C might collaborate to propose Project
D. All units in Projects A, B, and C would be
market-rate units. All units in Project D
would be affordable units.

Unfortunately, it appears developers in San Diego
have an ally in the Housing Commission for this
approach. It offers them the possibility of meeting
bureaucratic targets for affordable units. It also
jeopardizes the underlying goal of lifting people out of
poverty.
Affordable housing can only be part of the solution.
It is certainly a necessary part, but ultimately it is the
friendship of someone who is succeeding in mainstream
society that lifts people out of poverty. Simply put:
There is no better social program than the dignity of being lifted
up by someone who knows your name.
Having affordable housing units interspersed in
each project supports this goal. Allowing
developers to cluster affordable units in a single
project does not. Indeed, it would quickly
become known in the community that the
‘affordable’ project is ‘where the poor people
live’.
Affordable housing is a worthy goal,
but it must not come at the cost of the
dignity of those who need it. Allowing
concentration of affordable units in a
single project will only create ‘the
other side of the tracks’.

Scott Peters, CA 52nd Congressional District
I am hardly alone in my apprehension about what
a Donald Trump presidency means for the State
of our Union. As we enter this new era, San
Diegans should know that despite my grave
concerns, I remain committed to solving problems
and fixing a broken Washington, D.C.
My guiding principles will be:
Loyalty. I pledge loyalty to country and district
first, ahead of political party. I’ll continue to work
with both parties, and I’ll stand up to my party
when I disagree.
Truth. We must know and accept the facts.
Climate change threatens our future; let’s act
The Mosaic welcomes news and opinion pieces authored by our elected representatives. Opinion pieces written by residents are welcome, but must have a
community “angle” which helps inform readers of the importance of current
events and issues to the Mira Mesa community. Articles published here do not reflect
the official position or opinion of the Mira Mesa Town Council, its Board of Directors, or any
of its members.
Submissions may be sent via email to
newsletter@miramesatowncouncil.org

responsibly to find economy-friendly, science-based
solutions. Our growing national debt threatens our
ability to invest. We cannot pretend that more tax
cuts for the wealthiest Americans somehow pay for
themselves; they don’t.
Opportunity for all. Everyone should have a
chance to get ahead and realize their American
dream. I draw the line against burying our children
in student loan debt or wasting money on a
multibillion-dollar border wall.
Strength abroad. I commit to maintaining
America as the world’s leader in peace and strength.
Respect for all. Finally, I draw a line against the
divisive tone set by President Trump. I commit to
kindness and compassion in all that we do. I will
continue to treat every one of my colleagues with
respect and appreciation for their service to our
nation. Please see here for more details.
the mosaic - page 7

etcetera...
president's message
From Page 1

How long can we all continue to
find innumerable things other than
paying strict attention to the road, to
do as we speed along ignoring speed
limits, signs, and signals? How many
people reading this have come to a
complete stop at an intersection even
once in the last month? After an
innocent pedestrian is dead on the
street, it is far too late to think of
these things.
We all take driving and the many
dangers of the road for granted at
least once in a while, so here’s what I
suggest. What if, once a week in every
household in Mira Mesa, someone
called a timeout and everyone took
five minutes to talk about some aspect
of safe driving. The California
Driver’s handbook is available online
at and at any California DMV Office
in hard copy. Okay, off my soapbox.
I think we have found a name for
our newsletter: the mosaic. There is

one additional change involving the
newsletter that has been added in
varying degrees recently. It is now
done in full color. I think this is a very
welcome change. Unfortunately,
publishing in full color is very
expensive. We want everyone to have
an opportunity to read the newsletter
and for that reason, lo these many
years, we have mailed a copy to each
and every member each month.
Consequently, only members get to
see the newsletter.
After discussing this for some time,
the Board of Directors has concluded
that theTown Council would be better
served if the newsletter were
accessible from our website and that
we should ask our members who
would rather not get a copy in the mail
to identify themselves so we can save
the cost of printing and mailing so
many copies. The bill for the first two
issues of the newsletter this year is
over $900. We would really like to see
that go down.

So, right now, if you have a look at
the home page of the MMTC Website
(www.MiraMesaTownCouncil.org)
you will find a link to the current
newsletter which you may download
as a full-color PDF document. Further
down on that same home page, you
will find a link to a list of earlier
newsletter issues also available for
download.
For those who, like me, don’t really
need a hard copy of the newsletter
each month, please take a moment
(right now so you don’t forget) to let
us know so we can save money. Just
send an email to
membership@MiraMesaTownCouncil
.org indicating your preference. If you
ever need a hard copy of the
newsletter, one of us can print one for
you and copies will be available at
each MMTC meeting.
That’s my message for March.
Please be safe.

Community Contacts & Resources
GENERAL COUNTY SERVICES INFORMATION
2-1-1 San Diego…………………….…….….………. 2-1-1
EMERGENCY SERVICES
Police/Fire/EMS………………….…….….……… 9-1-1
Poison Control…………….…….….………. 800-222-1222
CRIMINAL ACTIVITY
SDPD Community Relations…….…….……. 858-538-8120
Suspected Arson…..……….…….….………. 800-472-7766
Gangs……………………..…….….………. 619-531-2847
Graffiti…………………….…….….………. 619-525-8522
Non-Emergency Crime…………….…….…. 858-484-3154
UTILITIES
Fire Hydrant Accidents/Open…….…….….
Gas Leak………………….…….….……….
Power/Phone Lines Down.……….…….….
Tree Limbs in Power Lines.……….…….….

619-515-3525
800-411-7343
619-811-8081
800-411-7343

NUISANCES
Dangerous Animals.………..…….………………. 619-236-2341
Dead Animals………………….………………… 858-492-5060
Animal Manure…………………………………… 619-338-2283
Rodents/Rats….…………….……….…………… 858-694-2888
Abandoned/Dangerous Buildings………………… 619-236-5500
Abandoned/Inoperable Auto.…………….………. 858-495-7856
Loud Noise……………………………….………. 619-236-5564
Code Compliance….……….……………….…….. 619-236-5500
Uncollected/Overflowing Trash……….………….. 858-492-5055
STREETS & ENVIRONMENT
Bus Station/Shelter Damaged…………………….. 619-231-1466
Manhole Cover Missing/Damaged……………….. 619-515-3525
Flooded Street/Potholes………………………….. 619-527-7500
Sinkhole/Street Collapse………………………….. 619-515-3525
Traffic Light Malfunction…………………………. 619-525-8650
Weeds/Fallen Trees/Clogged Storm Drains………. 858-689-6296
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news and features
from around the community
Callahan’s

second craft
brewery, after Karl
From Page 1
Strauss. The
microbrewery/restaurant featured
several beers brewed on the premises,
with Irish “pub grub” cuisine and an
atmosphere which welcomed families,
not just beer drinkers. At that time
their slogan was, “A little hard to find,
very hard to leave.”
Callahan’s quickly became a
community favorite. During the 1990s
the Mira Mesa Theatre Guild, Mira
Mesa’s non-profit community theatre
group, performed in various
storefront locations in the Mira Mesa
Mall, and Callahan’s served as a “go
to” spot for pre-show dinners and
post-show drinks. In 1993 Callahan’s
owners Lee Doxtader and Scott
Stamp expanded their operations to
include a second brewpub, San Diego
Brewing Company, on Friars Road in

the Allied Gardens/Grantville area
(just east of Mission Valley). In 2001
Callahan’s moved from the Mira Mesa
Mall to its current more visible
location in the Target Center, just
south of Mira Mesa Boulevard. Since
the new location didn’t have brewing
facilities, San Diego Brewing
Company took over supplying
Callahan’s house brews as well as
those for the SDBC restaurant.
No longer hard to find, Callahan’s
motto became simply, “Get in here!”
Callahan’s gained a widespread
following as Mira Mesa’s “third
place,” a place other than work and
home where friends and family
gather. Callahan’s closing is mourned
not only by current Mira Mesa
residents but also by those who’ve
moved elsewhere after growing up in
Mira Mesa and still enjoyed going to
Callahan’s whenever they made a visit

home. Many have posted comments
on Facebook or Nextdoor.com
sharing memories of Callahan’s
through the years.
Anger: “How can they (take your
pick of blaming Callahan’s owners,
shopping center management, and/or
the new restaurant coming to the
location) do this to us?”
According to Callahan’s manager
Larry Marshall, it wasn’t a case of
losing their lease. Callahan’s still had 5
years left on its lease with Mira Mesa
Shopping Center, LLC, the Feuerstein
family-owned property management
firm which operates the Target
Center. Rumors Callahan’s was
closing had surfaced in late
November/early December 2016, and
at that time Marshall had said they
weren’t. It seemed those rumors were
Callahan’s, Page 13.
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etcetera, etcetera...
school funding
From Page 2

meant to provide a minimum for
education funding, but it has turned out
to be more of a ceiling. When
politicians talk about our schools being
“fully funded” it means only that the
Prop 98 MINIMUM has been met.
When Governor Brown implemented
the Local Control Funding Formula,
the goal was only to reach the level of
funding we had in 2007 by the year
2020. That goal has not yet been met.
But at the same time as funding has
increased in the last few years, the state
has taken back a lot of the money by
more than doubling the amount of
money the district is required to pay
into the state pension fund.
About two years ago San Diego
Unified calculated that our funding was
about $350 million short to provide
those essential services that the
educators and the public agree are
needed in our public schools. We do
not even seek the highest funding of
the nation, but we do believe that if we
approached the national average of
funding that we could provide a world
class education to our students.
How well does San Diego fund
education? San Diego taxpayers have
strongly supported our schools through
local bond measures. Propositions S
and Z have provided for new schools,
modernization of outdated facilities,
improved technology for all of our

students, athletic facilities, arts facilities
and career technical facilities that have
transformed our high school programs.
However, these are capital funds that
cannot be used for any operational
expenses.
How are decisions made about
how the funds are dispersed locally?
The Board of Education must approve
a balanced budget based on whatever
amount the state gives us each year.
Through public meetings we develop a
Local Control Accountability Plan
(LCAP), which is based on San Diego
Unified’s Vision 2020 for Quality
Schools in Every Neighborhood. This
plan sets in place our community’s
priorities, so that whenever we have a
major budget shortfall (as we will have
next school year), we protect what is
most important (classroom instruction)
and make reductions around the edges
(administration) to have the least
impact possible on our children’s
education. It is also important to set a
conservative fiscal example at the
highest level. For that reason the Board
of Education has waived its right every
year to increase its small salary that was
set in the 1990s. Our Superintendent,
who leads the second largest district in
the state, takes a lower salary than some
superintendents at smaller districts. We
must lead by example when we face
budget challenges. Our commitment is
to provide the highest quality education
for our children with whatever funds
we receive.

Courtney Wade
From Page 3

active duty attending and it makes me
feel a part of the college.
Q. Favorite spot to hang out?
The second floor of the K1 building,
outside at the tables. I like the fresh
air, the shade that the building
provides, and the fact that not many
students hang out in that area. It’s
nice and quiet.
Q. How do you relax before an
exam?
I’ve found that when I overthink an
exam and try to cram right before the
test, after already studying, that I tend
to have a block while I’m taking the
exam. So I’ll listen to music and think
about something other than school,
something pleasant.
Q. How’s the food?
Honestly, the food on campus is
pretty good. You can’t go wrong
getting a slice of pizza or some
chicken strips.
Q. What will you remember most
about Miramar College?
The staff. If I’m lost or confused by
anything, there is always someone
there with a smile on their face willing
to offer a helping hand.

Come See The Little Mermaid Click here for tickets or
at Mira Mesa High!
other information
Friday, March 3: 7pm; Saturday, March 4:
6pm; Thursday, March 9: 6pm; Friday, March
10: 7pm; Saturday, March 11: 2pm and 7pm

(http://www.miramesatheatre.org)

The Little Mermaid marks the 14th musical Daniel Kriley has directed at Mira Mesa High School. “This is
going to be a production like none you have ever seen on the MMHS stage. We are using two brand new
projectors and screens for special effects. We also promise lots and lots of bubbles from ‘under the sea.’ In
fact, we are planning so many special effects we have
a new student leadership position, ‘Director of
the mosaic - page 10
Special Effects,” Kriley said.
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Waiting for warmer temperatures and soil better for veggies
By Vincent Lazaneo Gardeners are
eager to plant
Contributor, the mosiac
beans,
tomatoes, peppers, eggplant, squash
and other summer vegetables as soon
as spring arrives but these warm
season crops need heat and will not
grow well if they are planted too early.
You may be tempted to buy young
transplants as soon as they appear at a
local nursery but you will be more
successful if you are patient and plant
when the weather and soil are warmer.
Vegetables respond to the amount
of sunlight and heat they receive.
These environmental factors change
seasonally in the northern hemisphere.
Our days are shorter and the
temperatures are cooler from mid-fall
to early spring and the days are longer
and warmer from mid-spring to early
fall. This allows us to grow both cool
and warm season vegetables at
different times of the year. We are in
a transition period now with the cool
season ending and the warm season
just beginning.
Warm season vegetables require
long days with warm air and warm soil
temperatures to grow well and
produce the best crop. Some
gardeners begin planting tomatoes and

a few other warm season vegetables in
March but this can be risky. If the
weather is too cool and wet you may
have to replant again later.
Growing conditions in March often
fluctuate. Daytime temperatures can
rise above 75° F for a few days, then
drop into the 60’s. Night

It is best to wait until night
temperatures remain above
60° before you set out
transplants of warm season
crops.
temperatures usually remain cool
which also keeps the soil cool. Seeds
germinate slower when the soil is cool
and may rot before they emerge,
especially in soggy soil. Transplants
also grow slower in cool soil and
plants that are stunted may never fully
recover. The day length is increasing
in March but it does not exceed 12
hours until late in the month. By
April, the days are longer and
temperatures are more favorable for
growing warm season crops.

The calendar is only a guide for
when to plant. Spring weather can be
very warm in some years and in others
it can be quite cool. Always check the
temperature before you plant. It’s
best to wait until night temperatures
remain above 60° F before you set out
transplants of warm season crops.
Tomato seedlings will tolerate a few
cool nights but peppers and eggplant
require more warmth. To keep young
transplants warmer at night, cover
them with a cardboard box at sunset
and remove it in the morning or use
an old sheet draped over a wooden
frame.
If you are planting seed, the soil
should be warm. The seed of most
warm season crops germinate best
when the soil is at least 70° F. If the
soil is cool when you want to plant,
water it well and cover it with a sheet
of clear plastic for a few days.
Remove the plastic when the soil is
warm enough and plant seed or
transplants. To trap heat and promote
faster growth cover planted seed or
new transplants with a lightweight row
cover fabric. It can be laid directly on
the soil or supported on heavy wire
hoops.
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etcetera, etcetera, etc...
Callahan’s

likely due to a
confusion with
From Page 9
nearby El Torito,
which had just closed (and has since
been replaced by Rockin’ Baja
Lobster). However, in February 2017
the rumors were true. Marshall said
Callahan’s had rising labor costs
which made it increasingly difficult to
maintain a restaurant its size, and the
lease included annual rent increases.
Marshall said Callahan’s owners Scott
Stamp and Lee Doxtader were “sad,
too,” but made the decision to close
Callahan’s and turn the location over
to The Broken Yolk for those
reasons.
On January 4, 2017 Lee Doxtader
and Scott Stamp opened a new San
Diego Brewing Company facility, a
dedicated production brewery with a
tasting room in North Park. Doxtader
and Stamp will continue with brewing
and selling beer at that location as
well as operating the SDBC brewery
restaurant in Grantville. When we
spoke in mid-February, I asked Larry
Marshall what was next for him,
professionally, and he said he didn’t
yet know.
Bargaining: “If Callahan’s will only
stay open, I will come in once a week
and tell everybody else I know to get
in there, too – or at least, please,
please, please stay open long enough
for me to have one last meal of hot
wings and jalapeno beer cheese soup
in a bread bowl – or a corned beef
sandwich – or fish and chips – or a
shepherd’s pie, along with munching
some chips and salsa and celery and
carrot sticks, while drinking a
Callahan’s Red!”
Depression: Mourning the loss of
Callahan’s so intensely leads to feeling
I’ll become a hermit in my own home
and never have anywhere to hang out
with friends again. To paraphrase the

musical, Rent: “I die without
Callahan’s.”
With Callahan’s closing, one thing
not yet announced is whether
Callahan’s signature brews will be
discontinued or if SDBC might
continue to produce and offer them
elsewhere. Even if Callahan’s Red or
Nameless Nut Brown were available
at SDBC in Grantville or North Park,
however, it won’t be the same as
having Callahan’s in Mira Mesa. That
era has come to an end – but the
memories linger on.

Acceptance: We will fondly
remember the years of good times
with family and friends at Callahan’s;
wipe a tear from our eye knowing
there will be no more Callahan’s
memories to come; give The Broken
Yolk a try for breakfast or lunch; and
explore what other informal evening
hang-outs Mira Mesa has to offer, so
we can discover my own new “go to”
place for a drink, a quick family meal,
and/or getting together with friends
for food and conversation.
Farewell, Callahan’s! we will miss
you.

Upcoming 2017 Events
● March 3-March 11, 2017 - Mira Mesa High School’s Musical, The
Little Mermaid
● March 2017 (Date TBD) - San Diego Northeastern Communities
Pageant
● March 23, 2017 - MMHS Wind Ensemble & Symphony Orchestra
DC Trip Send-off Concert
● April 8, 2017 - Taste of Mira Mesa fundraiser for Mira Mesa schools
● April 13-17, 2017 - Mira Mesa High School Wind Ensemble & Symphony Orchestra Spring Trip to Washington, D.C. and performance
at the Kennedy Center
● April/May 2017 (Date TBD) - Volunteer of the Year Dinner
● May 6, 2017 - Asian Cultural Festival
● May 20, 2017 - D6 Night Market
● June 24-25, 2017 - Relay for Life of Mira Mesa and Rancho Penasquitos
● July 4, 2017 - Mira Mesa Fourth of July Celebration
● August 25, 2016 - Mira Mesa Festival of Beers
● September 16, 2016 (Date tentative) - Mira Mesa's Got Talent
● September 22-24, 2016 - Miramar Air Show
● September 30, 2016 - Chalk the Walk Art Festival and Crafts Fair
● October 7, 2017 - Mira Mesa Street Fair
● November 4, 2016 - Mira Mesa Invitational Band Review and Field
Tournament.
Visit https://goo.gl/BJUI1X to see the Google Calendar for Mira Mesa
events.
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Sabrina Bazzo to be honored as Volunteer of the Year
By Pam Stevens
Contributor, the mosaic

The Mira Mesa Volunteer of the Year
Dinner, honoring Sabrina Bazzo as
2016 Mira Mesa Volunteer of the
Year, will take place Saturday, May 13,
2017, from 6 to 10pm at Country Inn
and Suites, 5975 Lusk Boulevard in
western Mira Mesa.
Sabrina Bazzo, Mira Mesa High
School Foundation president for the
past 6 years, has volunteered with a
variety of organizations that have
directly benefited the Mira Mesa
community and beyond. While raising
two daughters, Mara (now in college)
and Eliana (a junior at Mira Mesa
High School), with her husband, Dr.
David Bazzzo, Sabrina served as an
active volunteer with several Mira
Mesa schools. Sabrina volunteered at
Sandburg Elementary School, which
led to her becoming Sandburg PTA
President for 2 years. She was active
with the Sandburg Fall Festival,
gaining corporate sponsors and a wide
variety of silent auction items. Sabrina
was an active volunteer at Challenger
Middle School and later Challenger
PTSA president.
In addition to being Mira Mesa
High School Foundation president,
Sabrina is the committee chair of the
“Taste of Mira Mesa” fundraiser for
Mira Mesa schools (2012 – 2017)

sponsored by the MMHS Foundation.
She has more than doubled the
amount of money raised by the event.
Sabrina is currently the president of
the Parent Booster Organization for
the Mira Mesa High School Class of
2018. Sabrina is a Mira Mesa Town
Council member and served as a
Director at Large on the MMTC
Board in 2014 and 2015. From 2003
to present, Sabrina has been an active
volunteer, team parent and fundraiser
for AYSO soccer, as well as the
MMHS soccer and swim teams, and a
volunteer and fundraiser for MMHS
Cheer from 2011-2015.
Sabrina Bazzo earned a Master of
Arts in Public Health (M.P.H.) from
San Diego State University. In
addition to being the Executive
Director for the San Diego Academy
of Family Physicians, she is also the
Administrative Director for the
Coalition for Physician Enhancement.
Both are non-profit groups that
promote better quality physician
training in San Diego, nationwide and
throughout several countries.
Sponsored by the Mira Mesa Town
Council, the Volunteer of the Year
Dinner has been an annual tradition
since 1984, recognizing special
volunteers who have made a
significant contribution to Mira Mesa
through their volunteer work, not just
during the past year but over the years

they have been
involved with
the community.
In addition to
recognizing
special
volunteers, the
Dinner is also a
fundraiser for
the MMTC’s
Verne Goodwin
Scholarship fund, which awards
college scholarships to graduating high
school seniors from Mira Mesa based
on community service. Pam Stevens
and Christina Keene are co-chairs of
this year’s MMTC Volunteer of the
Year Dinner committee, which
includes Lisa Balderston, Lainie
Hardman, Teri Ang, and Esther
Alameddin.
The evening will feature a reception
from 6 to 7pm, dinner at 7pm, and
program at 7:30pm, followed by music
for dancing or enjoying as background
during after-dinner mingling. The
MMTC invites all Mira Mesans to join
Sabrina Bazzo’s friends, family, and
fellow volunteers at this gala event.
Dinner cost, RSVP deadline, and
further details will be posted at
www.miramesatowncouncil.org by late
March. Make your reservations online!
For more information, contact Pam
Stevens, pstevens@san.rr.com.

Left: San Diego County
Supervisor Dave Roberts
presents the Volunteer of
Year award to Jim Hearn
at last year’s dinner.
Right: Jim Hearn with
his large extended family.
Photos courtesy
Brengel Productions
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business member directory
COMMUNITY SERVICE
Friends of Los Penasquitos Canyon
Preserve
PO Box 26523
San Diego CA 92196
858-484-3219
Pat Watkins
pwatkins2008@gmail.com
Kiwanis Club of Torrey Pines
8677 Villa La Jolla Dr, Suite 1144
La Jolla CA 92037
8585920302
Tom Bilotta
tom.div21ltgov@gmail.com
Mira Mesa Girl Scouts
11451 Westonhill Drive
San Diego CA 92126
858-735-7662
Stephanie Kwiatkowski
mmgsmanager@gmail.com
Mira Mesa High School Foundation
10510 Reagan Rd
San Diego CA 92126
Sabrina Bazzo
Mira Mesa Theatre Guild *
PO Box 261482
San Diego CA 92196
858-222-4815
Betty Trinh
betty@miramesatheatreguild.org
Mira Mesa Women's Club
PO Box 26013
San Diego CA 92196
858-217-6411
Charlene Ellsworth
mmwomensclub@yahoo.com
Miss Mira Mesa
7174 Schilling Ave #56
San Diego CA 92126
858-952-8714
Morgan Sibley
morgansibley@yahoo.com
Miss Teen Mira Mesa
10869 New Salem Place
San Diego CA 92126
858-922-6195
Grace Caligagan
gracecaldesigns@gmail.com

Rancho Family YMCA
9410 Fairgrove Lane
San Diego CA 92129
858-484-8788

Mira Mesa Christian Preschool
10770 Rickert Road
San Diego CA 92126
Sharla Rocha

William Male Foundation
P.O. Box 261326
San Diego CA 92196
858-922-7720
Mylinh Arnett
heather@williammalefoundation.org

Next Generation Educational Center
8989 Mira Mesa Blvd
San Diego CA 92126
858-536-8800
Geralyn Windt
info@nextgenerationec.com

CONSTRUCTION/
CONTRACTORS

FITNESS/RECREATION

TR Construction
9335 Mira Mesa Blvd
San Diego CA 92126
(858) 537-6490
Trish Munna
trconstructionmail@gmail.com
CONSULTING
Legacy Life Ventures
6755 Mira Mesa Blvd #118
San Diego CA 92123
858-750-3388
Craig Shugert
cshugert@legacylifeventures.com
CONTRIBUTING BUSINESSES
BigRedBlue
16258 Windpiper Road
Poway CA 92064
619-739-1373
Brandon Fitch
info@bigredblue.com
Vulcan Materials, Western Division
500 N Brand Blvd Ste 500
Glendale CA 91203
818-553-8953
Michael Linton
LintonM@VMCMAIL.com
EDUCATION
College Smart
5095 Murphy Canyon Road #130
San Diego CA 92123
Antonio Reyes
maridell8@yahoo.com

Yoga Del Mar - Sorrento
6755 Mira Mesa Blvd #220
San Diego CA 92121
Katrina Smith
yoga@yogadelmar.com
INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY
Xanesti Technology Services LLC
11075 Ice Skate Pl
San Diego CA 92126
800-804-6852
John Horst
info@xanesti.com
MEDICAL/DENTAL
Children's Dentistry of San Diego
10717 Camino Ruiz Ste 103
San Diego CA 92126
858-536-1111
Charlene Valverde
contact@starrysmile2.com
Miramar Chiropractic and
Health Center
9550 Black Mountain Rd Ste E
San Diego CA 92126
858-566-2446
Robert Simmons
simmons_chiro@sbcglobal.net
Take Off Pounds Sensibly "TOPS"
8961 Carley Cir
San Diego CA 92126-1510
858-536-9047
Richard Prouty
proutyr@live.com
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please consider patronizing our
mira mesa town council business members
PERSONAL/FAMILY SERVICES
Brengel Productions *
11975 Thomas Hayes Ln
San Diego CA 92126
619-985-4094
Ted Brengel
dtb@TedBrengel.com
El Camino Memorial Park
5600 Carroll Canyon Road
San Diego CA 92121
858-453-2121
ErmaLinda Cote
ermalinda.cote@dignitymemorial.com

Mira Mesa Presbyterian Church
8081 Mira Mesa Blvd
San Diego CA 92126
858-271-0194
Parrish Bridges
mmpcusa@sbcglobal.net
RESTAURANT/GROCERY
Grocery Outlet
8145 Mira Mesa Blvd, Suite 3
San Diego CA 92126
858-444-3810
Bud Kottman
miramesa@groceryoutlet.com

REAL ESTATE

YOUTH SPORTS

Top Gun Realty
11231 Camino Ruiz
San Diego CA 92126
858-578-6540
Julius Hitchens
julius@san.rr.com

Mira Mesa Little League
10219 Westonhill Dr
San Diego CA 92126
858-603-4953
Dennis Conzemius
president@miramesalittleleague.org

Mira Mesa Youth Baseball
PO Box 261344
San Diego CA 92196
858-699-3705.
Carlos Weckmann IV
miramesayouthbaseball@hotmail.com
North County Soccer Park
14530 Espola Road
Poway CA 92064
858-748-4260
fun@ncspsoccer.com

LIST YOUR
BUSINESS HERE!
See the back page for the
Business Membership
Application. Join the Mira Mesa
Chamber of Commerce as well!

RELIGIOUS COMMUNITIES
Christ Community Church
9535 Kearny Villa Rd Ste 101
San Diego CA 92126
858-549-2479
Darrell Dunlap
pastordarrell@gotochrist.com
First Bapist Church Mira Mesa
10770 Rickert Road
San Diego CA 92126
858-566-3671
Elisha Rimestad
info@fbcmm.org
Generations Life Center
10733 Westview Parkway
San Diego CA 92126
619-251-7773
Mira Mesa Grace Chapel
9050 Mira Mesa Blvd
San Diego CA 92121
858-271-7730
Rev. Bill Impey
bill@gotograce.org
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Membership Application
NAME (Primary Member)

COMPANION NAME(S)

COMPANY NAME

EMAIL ADDRESS

ADDRESS

PHONE

CITY, STATE ZIP

DATE

 Individual ($20)
 Companion ($10)
 Senior/Military/Student ($10)
 Corporate/Business ($50)
 Non Profit + MMCC ($90)
 Business + MMCC ($150)

Annual membership runs from July 1st to June 30th. Any resident, business, or non-profit with an address in the community of Mira Mesa as shown in the Mira Mesa Community
Plan may join as a voting member. Members with addresses
outside the community will be non-voting members. Dues
are used to support the mission of advocating for the welfare
of the community of Mira Mesa.

Amount $ _______________ Cash / Check # ___________ ($25 fee for returned/declined checks/ACH.

Mira Mesa Town Council
10606-08 Camino Ruiz, PMB 230
San Diego CA 92126

The Mira Mesa Town Council
thanks the Mira Mesa Shopping
Center, LLC for their continuing
Support in providing postage for
The Mecca.

Postage

