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Wow, September already!!! Are we ever going to get fall weather? Shouldnõt it start cooling down 

soon? I sure hope so. 

The first thing I would like to mention is our Community Plan update. A community plan is a foun-

dation document that describes a community physically. It includes every conceivable detail about 

existing conditions and future land uses. I see it as an agreement between the City and all its many 

functionaries, with the people of the community as to the allowable uses of all real property within 

the community. Its purpose is to provide a firm foundation for planning future changes to the com-

munity. The existing Mira Mesa Community Plan is dated 1992, so it is clearly time for an update. 

The plan may be viewed online and copies are available at the Mira Mesa Library 

The first task in updating the Community Plan is to formally detail all existing conditions. This pro-
cess has been started, and the first draft of  our new Mira Mesa Community Atlas Documents is 
online. Please have a look and see if  you can spot any problems. We have already found a few, but 
overall it is very well done. It is available from the City Website at the following URL. 
https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/cpu/miramesa/atlas-documents 
As time goes by there will be other important documents placed on the CPU (community plan up-

date) website, so if you want to know whatõs going on in this important process, watch that website.
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Labor Day            3 Sep  

MMTC Meeting            10 Sep  

MM Community  
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The Mira Mesa Town Council is a 501(c )(4) non -profit organized to foster the public welfare of the community.  

Meetings are held on the first Monday of every month at the Mira Mesa Library at 7pm.  See page 12 for newsletter 

advertising rates and contact info.  

https://www.sandiego.gov/planning/community/cpu/miramesa/atlas-documents
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An Urban Wildfire Could Happen 

in San Diego  
-By Diane Leonard, Voice of  San Diego  

Politics and Government  

On March 27, a brush fire swept the canyon under the Vermont Street Pedestrian Bridge in University Heights. Despite a five-engine 
response and helicopter water drops, neighbors watched flames climb another eucalyptus, moving closer to craftsman homes perched on 
the canyon rim. Luckily it was a mild day, with hillsides still green from light rains. A final water drop doused the tree. Would the story 
have been different during red flag conditions? 

As damaging wildfires rage across California ð firefighters are already fatigued, though the typical wildfire season hasnõt even started yet 
ð most of the focus is on forests and fire-prone swaths of backcountry. 

Urban San Diego may seem like an unlikely place for an out-of-control wildfire. After all, the cityõs many canyons are small ñ much 
smaller than the wildlands currently burning in other parts of the state. They are also cut-through with street networks, and close to city 
fire stations to ensure a quick response. 

But San Diegoõs unique topography sets the stage for what could actually be a damaging wildfire: flammable vegetation on steep slopes 
ñ fire can burn faster upslope ñ with older neighborhoods sitting at the top of these slopes. This is whatõs called the wildland-urban 
interface, where the city meets nature. The two are tightly woven here. 

òGiven the right conditions and environment, an urban wildfire is a real threat,ó said Eddie Villavicencio, the assistant fire marshal of the 
San Diego Fire-Rescue Department.  òThe Fire Department is aware of and proactively addressing the threat.ó 

A big concern is how quickly a brush fire could reach homes and possibly spread into a neighborhood. 

òIf you have older construction that is very fire prone, it doesnõt take much to ignite a house,ó said Chris Dicus, a professor of wildland 
fire and fuels management at California Polytechnic State University. 

Embers are the key to wildfire spread. They can fly from treetop to rooftop and from house to house, easily crossing streets, especially 
during extreme fire weather. Dicus, who leads the Wildland-Urban Interface group for the California Fire Science Consortium, has seen 
fire òhopscotchó around neighborhoods and ignite homes several blocks away. 

òEmbers can go well past where the flames would be,ó he said. 

So where does the wildfire threat loom large? The city of San Diego formally adopted wildfire hazard maps, based on recommendations 
from CAL FIRE, in 2009. The maps show òvery highó fire hazard severity zones throughout urban and suburban San Diego, closely 
following vegetated slopes. For example, these òredó zones run through central areas like Mission Hills, Hillcrest, University Heights, 
Balboa Park, South Park, City Heights and Normal Heights. The zones often extend beyond the canyons, several blocks into neighbor-
hoods. 

Derived from a fire behavior model, the hazard zones offer a warning about where flames or embers could intrude into an urban area. 
The model considers many factors, such as slope, fuel (anything flammable), weather and fire history. The city adjusted CAL FIREõs 
initial maps to include more localized terrain and vegetation, like smaller canyons. 

Any brush fire that receives multiple calls becomes a first alarm vegetation fire, which involves at least four fire engines and places a fire-
fighting helicopter on standby.  They aim to be on the scene in less than five minutes.     
           Continued on Page 3>>>>>  

Join us on Facebook!!!  
http://www.facebook.com/MiraMesaTownCouncil/  

https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/services/brush/severityzones
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Weõve been successful at quickly controlling brush fires and limiting their damage and spread to under five acres,ó Villavicencio said. 
òSeconds matter when brush is close to structures.ó 

That may help explain why urban San Diego hasnõt seen a damaging brush fire since the 1985 Normal Heights Fire. That fire started near 
Mission Valley slopes and sped into the canyon network to destroy 76 homes and damage 57. A witness described seeing flames ò50 feet 
in the airó and the fire òleaping streetsó after it crested the canyon. Ultimately, the fire perimeter extended to Copley Avenue and 
35th Street, a roughly two- by seven-block section of the neighborhood. 

To protect property in very high fire hazard severity zones, the city now requires that new construction or home remodels meet fire-

proofing standards under the California building code, such as ignition-resistant roofs and decks, and ember-resistant attic vents. The 

building standards, however, do not mandate retrofits of existing older homes. And the hazard zones fall within many of San Diegoõs 

classic òstreetcar suburbs,ó most built by the 1940s. 

Canyon residents are also required by law to maintain 100 feet of defensible space, clearing dry vegetation in a way that can slow flamesõ 
easy pathway to the home. Although itõs important, defensible space alone wonõt safeguard property ñ not during the extreme weather 
and erratic fire behavior seen across California in the last year. 

Wind-driven fires are òthe fires that really make disasters roll,ó said Richard Halsey, director of The California Chaparral Institute, a non-
profit that works to preserve the stateõs shrubland ecosystems. Trained as a wildland firefighter, he has long advocated protecting com-
munities from the house out, instead of the wildland in. 

òItõs not the canyons, itõs human infrastructure placed in the wrong place, in the wrong way,ó he said. 

He suggests homeowners take proactive steps to prevent embers from igniting a home. Even simple measures can make a difference, like 

removing wooden fences, firewood piles, dry leaves, and the most flammable landscaping: Mexican fan palm and acacia. Major retrofits 

can be expensive but can save an older home, such as flame-resistant roofs and siding and roof and under-eave sprinkler systems. 

Urban residents may not know they are living in a wildfire hazard zone. Alexandra Webber and her husband David Shirk, who live on a 
canyon in University Heights, entered their address into the countyõs wildfire hazard mapping tool and found that their area ranks òvery 
highó ð the highest hazard level. Even though theyõve worked with inspectors on defensible space, wildfire wasnõt something they active-
ly worried about. 

òI thought, given our urban-ness, someone would smell smoke and report it,ó Webber said. 

Villavicencio laments that preparedness, which always spikes after a devastating event, has waned. 

òWe are trying to figure out how to get more people engaged,ó he said.  

A good place to start is the cityõs Ready, Set, Go! guide to wildfire preparedness.  It covers home hardening (fireproofing to prevent igni-
tion from embers), defensible space (vegetation thinning to keep flames away from the home) and family disaster planning. Canyon 
homeowners can also consult the Fire-Rescue Departmentõs brush management guide. Most important? Be ready to go and leave early if 
a wildfire threatens. 

At the neighborhood level, Fire Safe Councils work to bolster preparedness across California. San Diego County has 35 of these commu-

nity groups, but this map shows almost all are in far-flung suburbs and backcountry communities. 

Beverly Barrett established the Kensington Fire Safe Council, the lone group in urban San Diego. Their work has helped to educate 
neighbors, who now know evacuation routes and participate in an annual brush-clearing program. 

òBefore, they just didnõt have any awareness,ó she said. She points to the finger canyons that branch out from the I-15 freeway and run 
behind residential streets. òWe are just in a bad place here. There arenõt 20 acres you could burn and not get a home.ó 

The March fire under the Vermont Street Bridge has nearby residents on alert. Theyõve written letters demanding that the city clear brush 

and debris from the area, known as Camelot Canyon. 

òItõs just loaded with dead stuff down there,ó neighbor Deborah Morrison said. 

           Continued on Page 4>>>>>  

Politics and Government  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9aqbwatI7Bg
http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/downloads/ICC_2009_Ch7A_2007_rev_1Jan09_Supplement.pdf
http://www.fire.ca.gov/fire_prevention/downloads/ICC_2009_Ch7A_2007_rev_1Jan09_Supplement.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/legacy/fire/pdf/brushpdf.pdf
http://www.readysandiego.org/wildfire-hazard-map/
https://www.sandiego.gov/sites/default/files/rsg-english.pdf
https://www.sandiego.gov/fire/services/brush
http://firesafesdcounty.org/fsc-support/local-fscs/


 

 

The Mosaicð 4 

City Councilman Chris Ward, who represents the neighborhood and has been fielding concerns from constituents, said in a statement: òI 
hope that this unfortunate incident will act as a catalyst for a more concentrated and coordinated effort to maintain San Diegoõs canyons. 
With so many homes aligning with the dense vegetation of canyons and other open space areas, it is critical that brush management activ-
ity is done in an efficient manner that reduces the risk of fire and minimizes the damage to the surrounding environment.ó 

After a very dry winter and record warmth this summer, fuels ð both dead and live vegetation ñ are extremely dry. The wildfire outlook 
for the region is ominous, as fuels continue to dry and Santa Ana winds arrive in the fall. 

òWe are entering the most critical time of our fire season,ó said Tom Rolinski, senior meteorologist for the U.S. Forest Service in River-

side. òThe potential is very high for significant fires to occur.ó 

-Diana Leonard is a freelance science writer living in San Diego. 

 

Politics and Government  

Firefighters assigned to MCAS Miramar Fire Department start a controlled burn in April 2005.   

Photo credit : WIKICOMMONS 

https://gacc.nifc.gov/oscc/predictive/outlooks/myfiles/assessment.pdf
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwjIi6Tes_zcAhULs1QKHUfPBkMQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.kpbs.org%2Fnews%2F2013%2Foct%2F19%2Fsmoke-air-san-diego-training-fire%2F&psig=AOvVaw2FdGvEkP7pkxgxhdFA
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News and features  

From around the community  

BevMo! Grand Opening!  
BevMo! opened its doors on Thursday, August 16th.  The new store is now located at 8140 Mira Mesa Blvd, San Diego, CA 92126.  At 
21,150 square feet, the new store is more than double the size of the previous location on Mira Mesa Blvd, near Camino Sante Fe.  The 
new BevMo! will feature more than 2,000 wines, 1,500 beers and 2,000 spirits, with a focus on local products. 

 

Photos by Ted Brengel!!! 

Are you a member yet??????  
https://www.miramesatowncouncil.org/membership/  
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Presidentôs Message (cont.) 

You can also attend the Community Plan Update Meetings of  the Mira Mesa Community Planning Group. These will generally be at 6:00 
PM in the Mira Mesa Library conference room, just before the Planning Group meeting on the third Monday of  the month. If  you plan 
to attend just make certain there is a Planning Group meeting that evening as some of  the meetings have to be shifted for holidays. 
 
Changing the subject to MMTC business, Street Fair Day, October 6, is drawing closer. If  you are thinking of  having a booth or partici-
pating in another way, now is the time to sign up and make plans. The deadline for reserving a booth without a $50 penalty for being late 
is August 24, but if  you mention the magic word on your application, you can get an additional two weeks before you must pay the extra 
$50 to get a booth. 
 
The of 4th of July celebration was once again a huge success. Many thanks to all those volunteers who made everything possible. The day 
started with the Pancake Breakfast expertly done by the Black Mountain Masonic Lodge at the Verne Goodwin Senior Center. That was 
followed by the parade and Family Fun Day in the Park led by Judy Sluyter of Generations Life Center and many volunteers. Then at 
Nine PM we got the grand finaleña fireworks spectacle put on by Scripps Mesa Fireworks led by Michael Spencer. I join the people of  
Mira Mesa in thanking each one of  you for making our 2018 4th of  July very special. 
 
So, with September comes fall sports. There is a new coaching staff  at MMHS led by Coach Thompson and everyone I have spoken with 
says that we should expect to see some serious football. Keep your eye on those Marauders! 
 
School is starting. Make certain that your driving vigilance takes a step ahead because of  the kids that are out and about. If  you see chil-
dren, SLOW DOWN! Think about how much time you save by driving on Mira Mesa streets at five to fifteen miles per hour (or more) 
over the speed limit. Thanks to our signs and signals, among other things, you save nothing. Now think of  the danger you pose to yourself  
and others by speeding. My friends, this is truly a no-brainer! 
 
On that note, I wish you a very prosperous September. Incidentally, the magic word is volunteer . 

etcetera, etcetera...  

Mira Mesa Street Fair is coming on October 6th!   
We are taking wait list applications for performances and we can still accept vendor applications (except food vendors).  Please go to 
www.miramesatowncouncil.org to complete an application.  We also need volunteers!  Please email Pam Stevens at                         
programs@miramesatowncouncil.org. 

 

  

http://www.miramesatowncouncil.org
https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi1.wp.com%2Fwww.miramesatowncouncil.org%2Fwp-content%2Fimages%2FStreetFair2000%2FHula.jpg%3Fresize%3D313%252C142&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.miramesatowncouncil.org%2Fpicture%2Fmira-mesa-street-fair-2000
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwil_fvItabcAhXrq1QKHQRmApcQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fcolorado.professionalconnection.biz%2Farizona-cities%2Ftempe%2Farizona-aloha-festival-brings-tapa-hula-uku
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwizgr_4tabcAhXP6J8KHf1PAhwQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=http%3A%2F%2Fedunloaded.com%2Fsponsored-review%2Fkids-family-snorkeling-cebu-philippines%2F&psig=AOvVaw0nXqhBhZXJTOczvRhU
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=2ahUKEwifioKatqbcAhXLzlQKHW2sCNoQjRx6BAgBEAU&url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sandiego.org%2Fexplore%2Fevents%2Ffestivals-and-street-fairs%2Fasian-cultural-festival-of-san-diego.as

