
Mira Mesa Planning Group 
Meeting Minutes 
May 18 2009 

 
The meeting was called to order at 7:03pm by Linda Geldner. 
 
Attendees:  Pat O’Donohoe; Bruce Brown; Joe Frichtel; Marvin Miles; 
Michael Linton; Rich Ragus; Sandy Smith; Linda Geldner; Bari Vaz; Erwin 
Rose; Ian Firth; John Horst; Darrell Dunlap 
 
1. Agenda Deletions or Additions  
 

Ice Skate Place/Galvin was added to Old Business. 
 
2. Approval of Minutes- March and April  
 

Bruce Brown motioned and Ian Firth seconded approval of March 2009 
minutes. The motion carried 9-0-4.  Bruce Brown motioned and John 
Horst seconded motion for approval of April 2009 minutes.  Motion 
carried 12-0-1. 

 
3. Information Items  
 

a. MCAS Miramar  
 

Joe Frichtel asked about controlled burn on Miramar.  Information 
is to be provided to the Planning Group via email.  Pam Stevens 
thanked Miramar for their willingness to host dinner honoring Ted 
Brengel. 

 
b. Council District 5 Update – John Ly 
 

• City Council approved Sprint cell tower in Maddox Park on 
Thursday, May 14 2009. 

• Comments on the draft EIR for Camino Ruiz Park cell tower 
due by 6/4. 

• Showed overlay map for street work in Mira Mesa. 
• Discussed City Council agenda for Carroll Canyon Rd. 

extension to Interstate 805.  The matter was continued for 
the Council to review the environmental report.  Councilman 
DeMaio stressed to the Council that there is a time limit for 
project.  Issue will be heard at 2:00pm May 19, 2009 at 
Council. 

• Asked if Planning Group wants oversight over painting of 



SDG&E boxes by local high school students.  Bruce Brown 
indicates Town Council should deal with the matter. 

• Jeff Stevens asked John Ly about CCR money being 
borrowed from the SR-163 project (app. $930,000) scheduled 
to be repaid it pay end of the 2010 fiscal year.  Joe Frichtel 
indicated that Mira Mesa should have some money coming 
back from the SR-163 corridor project. 

  
c. City of San Diego Development Services & Planning Department – 
Amanda Lee and Tait Galloway to discuss implementation of adopted 
Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan (ALUCP) for MCAS Miramar  
 

Both briefed the group on land use plan related to land near 
Miramar Airport Land Use Compatibility Plan.  In particular, 
changes to the master plan, municipal codes and zoning 
regulations were discussed.  The main thrust of the changes has to 
do with reducing permissible population densities in the region due 
to flight operations at Miramar.  These changes were previewed in: 
  

• Safety overlay documents. 
• Noise contour map for Mira Mesa neighborhoods. 
• Disclosure area map where deed notice that aircraft fly 

overhead is required when property is sold. 
• Airspace protection area map showing where buildings up to 

a certain height have to be noticed to Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

 
Linda Geldner asked about timeline on these changes.  Amanda 
Lee indicated a possible need for a full Environmental Impact 
Report.  Changes may take to the end of year or later, depending on 
what further reporting is required. 

 
Documents concerning these changes can be found online at the 
website for the San Diego Regional County Airport Authority 
(http://www.san.org). 
 
Jeff Stevens asked about changes to existing plan and indicated 
that these changes would be the main concern of the Planning 
Group.  He asked about the availability of a “delta” map showing 
differences (before and after). 
 
Bruce Brown asked about whether new Marine Corp aircraft might 
change the zones even before the pending changes are completed.  
Amanda agreed that it is possible. 



 
John Ziebarth, from the City code monitoring team and Airport 
Technical Advisory Group (a civilian stakeholder) noted that the 
Plan impact on prime industrial zones is significant.  30% - 40% of 
previously planned office space may not be able to be built.  He 
expressed interest in seeing if City Council can reduce these 
impacts in growth site areas. 
 
Amanda discussed a possible permit process for commercial 
development that might exceed maximum densities. 
 
Erwin Rose asked about projects that come up before Planning 
Group under current rules and how the new rules will affect 
decisions that may be made under the current rules.  Tait Galloway 
said Planning Group should review the new maps when reviewing 
projects while changes are in work. 
 
Bruce Brown asked that more specific info made available in future 
meetings. 
 
Sandy Smith wants info on upcoming development restrictions.  
The documents available have that info already.  New development 
is already restricted by the new document. 
 
Linda Geldner asked for a better summary, including more 
specifics, of proposed changes to community plan.  Tait indicated 
that population densities are mainly what would be changed.  
Amanda suggested focus on noise and safety sections for the best 
info on this. 
 
Bruce Brown noted that the Planning Group needs more info so it 
can work to mitigate adverse affects to landowners who stand to 
suffer the greatest impact.  He recommended formation of a 
subcommittee.  Michael Linton volunteered for this subcommittee, 
as did Pat O’Donohoe, Ted Brengel and Bob Chamberlain.  The 
Planning Group will try to get John Brand as a member and chair. 
 
This item is expected to be revisited in future meetings. 

  
 

d. Public Comment  
 

Al Radick commented on Black Mountain Rd. and Gemini turn 
restriction signs should have been removed along with Capricorn 



signs.  Planning Group asked John Ly to pass the word along to the 
City to have these signs removed. 

 
e. Announcements  
 

• Linda Geldner made announcements on a number of 
matters.  A summary is included herein as Appendix 1. 

• Joe Frichtel announced an AYSO Memorial Day tournament.  
It is expected that it will draw 130 teams and 8000 people. 

• Bruce B encouraged everyone to vote in the upcoming special 
election concerning the State spending initiatives. 

• Sandy Smith looking for people to be in July 4 parade.  
Sponsors for game booths are desired in order to keep games 
free for kids. 

 
4. Report of Chair  
 

See Appendix 1 for Report of Chair.
 
The matter of an FBA subcommittee was raised.  Jeff Stevens 
mentioned we already have one which has been inactive, as Facilities 
Financing Project Manager Cheryl Robinson has been working on other 
FBA’s. Bruce Brown volunteered to be new chair.  Jeff Stevens, Linda 
Geldner, Joe Frichtel, Sandy Smith, Bari Vaz and Mike Linton 
volunteered to be on it.  John Ly asked about the monies received 
including Casa Mira View development contribution. Because 
development has been slow, there has been little FBA income, and none 
yet from Casa Mira View. 

 
5. Correspondence  
 

Correspondence is incorporated herein as part of Appendix 1. 
 
6. Old Business  

 
a. I-15 Managed Lanes Environmental Impact Report (Hillery Dr.)  
MMCPG Subcommittee report – Bari Vaz: 
 

Bari reported on the first subcommittee meeting.  The goal will be 
to have as many stakeholders as possible in attendance at the 
meetings. The purpose will be to work with CalTrans to identify all 
areas of concern.  The larger need to review whole project so as to 
work together to develop a comprehensive mitigation plan.  The 
first Tuesday of each month will be the meeting, held at Mesa 



Village Baywood Recreation Center in the Baywood culdesac. 6/2, 
7/7, 8/4 9/1. 

 
CALTRANS responded to questions raised at the previous meeting.  
 

Andrew Rice highlighted the main issues and addressed general 
safety issue raised by representatives from Walker Elementary.  
On more general safety issues, project will be improving lighting 
and security will provide by MTS for the transit center associated 
with the Direct Access Ramp.  College will also provide some 
security.  Parking structures are part of the plan, including up to 
500 spots. 
 
Concerning a question on how long this been planned, and notice 
given:  The plan started in late 1990’s. In 2001-2002 the original 
ideas were presented to the Planning Group. 
 
Concerning eminent domain along Hillery Dr.: It is not planned. 
 
Concerning the event of a fire and need to evacuate: The new 
facility will improve egress by allowing an extra access to the 
freeway.  Managed lanes can be opened for all in an emergency. 
 
Concerning Carroll Canyon Rd. work:  Maya Linda work in 
progress will relocate a water line and be completed by end of 
May.  Another month will be required for resurfacing.  The sound 
wall will be done in two months (July). 
 
Concerning a question about the certainty of the project:  The 
project is happening for sure.  Short of a legal challenge the 
project is final. 
 
Concerning sharing parking with Miramar College.  About 500 
spaces for transit center will be available for the community.  Jeff 
Stevens asked about whether the garage will be built first, or at 
the same time.  A second garage would be built at the same time 
as the DAR.  Joe Frichtel asked about underestimate of needed 
parking at Rancho Bernardo DAR and noted that efforts are 
needed to make sure that mistake is not repeated.  Marvin Miles 
asked if parking be allowed on Hillery Dr. behind Home Depot?  
The answer appears to be no.  Bruce Brown asked if Miramar 
College has funds for their portion.  Andrew understands that the 
College has cost overruns.  Bruce Brown wants to make sure the 
second garage project does not get bumped.  Joe Frichtel agreed 



that the funding questions need to be answered. 
 
Concerning traffic calming: Potential solutions still need to be 
further discussed in subcommittee, including especially the 
routing of drop-off/pickup at Walker Elementary. 
 
Concerning the matter of “no significant impact”:  David Nagy: 
(CalTrans) NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act)/CEQA 
(California Environmental Quality Act) have different ways of 
determining what “significant” means.  Chapter 3 discussed 
“significant.”  Traffic and visual are considered “significant” 
impacts for the community in a different sense.  Cannot 
completely mitigate traffic issues from Westview Parkway east.  
Some mitigations can happen on Hillery Dr. otherwise.  
Subcommittee will work to define mitigation toward including 
them in the cooperative agreement with the city. John Ly is being 
asked to clarify deadlines for cooperative agreement so funding 
can be received. 
 
Forrest Simmons noted that EIR document only covered east of 
Black Mountain Rd.  Traffic issues are covered west of Black 
Mountain Rd. to Greenford Ave.  Linda Geldner notes that 
mitigation areas do not need to match up with geographical 
region of the EIR.  Sandy Smith mentioned safety issues will also 
need to be addressed in mitigation. 
 
Orlando Vernacchia has not heard anything about traffic coming 
off of the I-15 and which direction will it go.  Asks if it will go 
straight through Black Mountain Rd. onto Hillery Dr.?  He feels it 
will be a problem if it does.  He wants traffic to turn right or left.  
Linda noted that these decisions are being considered by the 
subcommittee. 

 
b. Ice Skate Place/Galvin Ave/Hage Elementary 
 

John Horst updated the group on the Ice Skate Place/Galvin.  The 
4-way stop signs came up Friday, May 14.  The neighborhood, 
especially Hage Elementary, is relieved and pleased.  John Horst 
noted specifically the excellent response and assistance of traffic 
engineering, represented by Joel Rizzo and others in their 
department, as being crucial to the quick resolution of the 
dangerous conditions at the intersection. John Ly was also 
commended for providing timely communication through 
Councilman DeMaio’s office. 



7. New Business  
a. PTS#166511- Verizon’s proposal at Hourglass Park- Kerrigan Diehl.  
A PDF version of the presentation is incorporated herein as Appendix 2.  

 
Shelly Kilbourn presented plans for a wireless communication 
facility at Miramar College.  Antennas will go on existing light 
standards.  One light standard will need to replaced. 
 
Bruce Brown asked about the fee for using the land/light stands:  
Kilbourn does not know.  Lease is through the college, who own 
the property. 
 
Pat O’Donohoe asked about digging for coax to the light standard.  
Some digging will be needed. 
 
In approval process with city.  Needs FAA clearance.  
Construction beginning in the Fall (hopefully). 
 
Erwin asked about carrier sharing the towers.  The towers are 
usually shared, and could be in this case. 
 
Marvin asked about the Camino Ruiz Park tower.  Mitigated neg 
declaration is available.  Tower will be on the southern rim. 
 
Erwin moved/Ian to approve plan as submitted.  Joe F commented 
that college has to deal with it. Motion carried 12-0 (Bari temp 
out of room during vote). 

 
b. CPC representation- Linda Geldner  
 

The Planning Group Chair usually represents the Planning 
Group to the CPC.  The vice chair is the alternate.  Pat O’Donohoe 
is interested in being the CPC rep.  Bruce Brown moved to 
nominate Pat O’Donohoe, Erwin Rose seconded.  Friendly 
amendment to the motion included Linda Geldner as Chair as 
alternate representative.  Motion carried 13-0. 

 
c. Review of Subcommittees- what, why, where, when, and who: Linda  
Geldner  
 

Question was raised as to whether the FBA subcommittee is 
“standing” or “ad hoc.” Bruce Brown notes that it should be 
“standing” to stay on top of how the money will be spent in the 
community. 



 
Hillery DAR S/C: Newly formed and up and running. 
 
Alexandria S/C: Seems defunct, but may need to be restarted. 
 
Mira Sorrento S/C: No information. 
 
Airport Overlay S/C: Newly formed. 
 
Stone Creek S/C is still up and running. Jeff Stevens will continue 
to chair this S/C. 
 
Traffic Planning S/C.  Helps prepare for changes to the master 
plan. 
 
Scripps Park West S/C?  Rich Ragus will continue to chair. 

 
8. Committee Reports:  

a. Los Peñasquitos Canyon Citizen’s Advisory Committee Report – Pam 
Stevens  
 

Will have an upcoming meeting on May 21, 2009 at the Los 
Peñasquitos Ranch House. 
 
Task force will meet soon to formally appoint the new members. 
Will update on Camino Ruiz Park trail to reserve.  The trail is 
done but not opened yet. 
 
Trails Day: County takes the lead on it.  See Pam Stevens for info. 

 
b. CPC- Bari Vaz  
 

Little business to report.  New chairs introduced.  Water use plan 
for new developments will be very strict.  Landscaping plans will 
measure after the fact to make sure estimate are followed.  Will 
be seeking additional water re-use for new development.  
Deferred vote on changes to parking meters in certain 
neighborhoods.  Will be sliding scales during the day depending 
on usage.  Deferred because only a few neighborhoods are 
impacted. 



 
c. Stone Creek Update – Jeff Stevens  
 

Nothing new.  Michael Linton indicated attempt to re-engage the 
city council. 

 
d. COMPACT  
 

This is an unofficial group looking at regional transportation 
issues.  Linda Geldner noted that no one is attending from 
MMCPG.  No news. 

 
Motion to adjourn made by John Horst, seconded by Pat O’Donohoe.  Carried 
by unanimous vote. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
John Horst 
Secretary, Mira Mesa Community Planning Group 



Appendix 1: Announcements, Report of Chair and Correspondence 
Mira Mesa Community Planning Group 

Executive Committee Meeting: May 18, 2009 
 
Announcements 
 
• Fair Housing workshops Thurs, 4 June at 6pm Metro Community room 3910 
University Ave 92105 or see sandiegofairhousingsurvey.org 
 
• Volunteer Dinner honoring Ted Brengel‐ Sat, June 6 at 6pm Please RSVP at 
miramesatowncouncil.org 
 
• Free seminar on “Executive Women and continuing education”, presented by 
Women in Business on Thurs June 25th 6‐9 pm at Qualcomm, 6455 Lusk, bldg Q 
auditorium, see wibsd.org RSVP required 
 
Report of Chair 2009‐0518 
 

1. New planner assigned will be attending quarterly. He is available by phone or e‐
mail to answer questions. He also serves a number of communities around us. 

 
TIM NGUYEN 
Associate Planner | City of San Diego 
City Planning & Community Investment 
202 C Street | MS 4A | San Diego, CA 92101 
Ph. (619) 235‐5204 | Email TQnguyen@sandiego.gov 
 

 
2. Streets to be repaved or seal coated in the next year was provided. It is all 

District 5 and very long. It goes segment by segment. Should be posted soon if 
not already.  Please everyone take a look at it as the more eyes, the more likely 
we will be to catch any glitches. 

 
3. Kinderhouse project was withdrawn. 
 



4. FBA & CIP 2010 Budget‐Found the draft (small book) in correspondence dated 20 
April 2009.  Letter indicates it goes to Council 28 May. They hope to have 
approval by late June. I reviewed sent questions to:  
 
Cheryl Robinson‐Sellers 
Facilities Financing Project Manager 
City Planning & Community Investment 
Ph (619) 533‐3679 
Fax (619) 533‐3687 
crobinson@sandiego.gov 
 

a. Q‐FBA Cash Flow indicates $17 mil in CIP expenses for 2010. There are 
only about $1.8 mil in FBA expenses in the 2010 CIP provided to me. 
While I understand our inputs may be down that seems like a huge 
disparity. 
 

i. A‐ The FY 2007 financing plan projected approximately $28 million 
in revenue between FY 2007 and FY 2009. The reality is only $1.8 
million (approximately) was received during that timeframe.  This 
fiscal year (July 1, 2008 to the present), approximately $579,000 
has been received. 
 

b. Q‐There is at least one project which seems to be using FBA funds that I 
don't see in the FBA (CIP 29‐987). It is replace an asphalt median with 
stamped concrete. Not sure this would be a priority for the community. 
 

i. A‐As Jeff noted, the CIP budget includes both FBA and non‐FBA 
funded projects.  FBA funds are not being used for CIP 29‐987.0 ‐ 
Assessment SF #00034 is Camino Santa Fe MAD.  Mira Mesa’s 
revenue fund number is #79006.  A Revenue Sources guide for the 
FY 2010 CIP may be found on the City’s website at 
  http://www.sandiego.gov/fm/proposed/fy10vol3.shtml under 
the “Introduction” section.  
 

c. Q‐ CIP 29.996 is not in Mira Mesa  
 

i. A‐CIP 29‐996.0 is located in Kearny Mesa. I will try to have that 
corrected before the final budget is printed. 
 

d. Q‐The work at Maya Linda (CIP 52‐421, MMFBA 15‐7A) and Walker (CIP 
29‐921, MMFBA 15‐93) need to be coordinated with the extensive work 
CALTRANS is doing in the area. Timing may or may not need to be 
adjusted. 
 



i. A‐Noted ‐ project description revisions and timing of projects will 
be reflected in the next financing plan update currently in 
process. 
 

e. Q‐Would like to better understand the process for how projects are 
added to the FBA/CIP. 
 

i. A‐ The public facilities financing plan (for FBA) implements the 
currently approved community plan, so only those public facilities 
listed as a need in the community plan may be included in the 
financing plan. Amendments or updates to the community plan 
would also be reflected in an amended or updated financing plan. 
Refer to the handout distributed in the Facilities Financing 
breakout session at the May 2, 2009 Community Orientation 
Workshop (COW) – the last page summarizes the new process by 
which projects are added to the CIP budget. 
 

5. We really need to get our FBA subcommittee in place. Any volunteers? 
 
Correspondence 
 

1. Notice of decision‐ 805 DAR at Carroll Canyon  
 

2. Alexandria Tech Center – mid process 
 

3. PTS#175853 Notice of Decision – Carroll Canyon Rd Ext 
 

4. Cell Towers‐ 3 pkgs  
 

5. Notice of 60 day availability dtd 27 Mar 2009 Draft very high fire hazard (VHFH) 
map Decision to adopt will be made at future public hearing  

a. For map ‐ http://www.sandiego.gov/fireandems/forms/severity.shtml 
b. Question on building reqmts: A. Fattah 619‐533‐4303, why property in 

VHFH map M Orton 619‐533‐4304 or 
c. E‐mail Questions and comments to sdfirehazardmaps@sandiego.gov 
d. We will get someone out to a future meeting to discuss fire safety 

 
6. Bicycle Master Plan Open House 

 
7. Letter from the Treasurer‐Tax Collector presentation on the economy entitled : 

where we are and where we are going. 
 



Appendix 2: PTS#166511- Verizon’s proposal at Hourglass Park 
Kerrigan Diehl (Referenced in Section 7(a) above). 
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